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IN purfuance of a defign I had . long, 
formed of vifiting Ireland, I fet out 
from London in May 1775; and taking 
Bath in my way, a fhort ftay in that city 
pref^nted ia few objeds on which I fliall 
venture to make the following obferva-. 
lions. 

The Circus^ which is two hundred and 
fcventy-two feet in diameter, and in the 
circumference of which is contained a 
range of a hundred and five windows in 
each ftory, would, with a few alterations, 
1 B make 
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make a magnificent amphitheatre for bull- 
fights,' were thofe exhibitions ufed in 
Britain. The watch-box in the center ap- 
pears like a common receptacle for the 
filth of the houfes which encircle it. The 
fharp-pointed obelifk in the middle of the 
fquare. is a veritable aiguille^ and is the 
only one of the kind in Europe; the 
paintings and vafes in Spring-gardens are 
execrable to the laft degree ; and after. a 
virtuofo has had the misfortune of behold- 
ing thefe objedls, he may conclude the 
day in charafter, by fpending his even- 
ing at the fign of the Shake/peare and 
Greyhound. 

He may alfo obferve the votIv6 
crutches, &c. which are hiing up by 
way of ornamenting the baths, and are fo 

many monuments of the devout gratitude 
of the patients who have luckily recovered 

the ufe of their limbs (though not of their 
underftanding) by ufing the waters. All 
thefe remarks may be obviated by only 

takiqg 
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taking away the -watcli-box, curtailing 
the point of the obclifk, white wafliing 
the paintings, breaking the vafes, un- 
coupling the Greyhound from S/iakefpeare^ 
and returning the crutches to the owners. 

In Briftol I was entertained with the 
fight of a rib of a famous dun cow, killed 
by Sir William Penn: this knight and 
his rti are both depofited in the church 
of St. Mary RedcliflFe. 

I ferried over the Severn at Auft, and 
proceeded to Chepftow, where I fpent a 
day very agreeably In viewing the gar-*' 
dens of Persfield (which much refemble 
thofe of Mount^Edgecumbe near Ply- 
mouth), and Tintern abbey, which is one 
of the moft elegant pieces of Gothic ruins 
BOW exifting *. The bridge at Ghepfte W 



* la the fixth and eighth number of th Jtntl" 
quartan Rjepertory^ are two views of this abbey, 
and in the twentieth and forty*eighth number of 
Mr. Grofe's Antiquities ace two more views of it« 

B2 i» 
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is of wood ; here the tide generally vKes 
fifty feet. 

Aboiit thirteen miles from Cardiff, in 
Glamorganfhire, I crofled the celebrated 
bridge called Pont-y-Pridd f, it confifts 
of a fingle arch, and is pfobably the lar- 
geft in Europe, excepting one of thofe of 
the bridge del cajlel n)ecchio in Verona. The 
Welch bridge was built in 175 5* by a 
common mafon. The arch is the fegment 
of a circle, the chord of which is an hun- 
dred and forty feet ; the bridge is eleven 
feet broad between the parapets. The 
Italian bridge was built in 13549 and 
confifts of three arches, the largeft of 
which is a hundred and forty-two 



+ In the ninth number of the above publica- 
tion is a plate of this bridge : J. Mynde likewife 
engraved a plate of it, and lately was publiibed a. 
large print with a view of the bridge, engraved 
by ?• C, Canot, from a drawing by Richard Wil- 
fon. 

feet. 
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feet, the next eighty- two, and the laft 
feveoty f . . 

» ■ • 9 

At Margam, near, Neath, I faw the 
Granger ie, belonging to Mr. Talbot, con- 
taining fifty large orange and lemon trees, 
and about an hundred and fifty finaller. 
They are only i^xpofed to the air a quar- 
ter of the year ; the thickeft trunk was 
nine inches in diaipefpr. 

At Aberg willy, near Caermarthen, I 
obferved tlie, fihgular kind of boats called 
Coracles.^ ** They are generally five feet 
*' and a half long, an4 fouf broad, their 
^' bottom is a little rounded, and their 

I 

*' fliape is nearly oval, Thefe boats are 
^^ ribbed with light laths, or fplit twigs, 
" in th? manner of balket work, and are 
" covered with a raw hide, or ftrong can- 
" vas, pitched fo as to prevent leaking. 

+ The center arch of Blackfriars bridge is one 
hundred feet; that of Weftminfter, fevepty- three ; 
and that of the Rialto bridge in Venice, ninety. 

B 3 ♦•A 
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" A feat crofles juft above the center, to-* 
'* wards the broad end. The men paddle 
** them with one hand, and fiffi with the 
*• other, and when their work is finifhed^ 
** bring their boats home on their backs j 
** at firft fight they appear like the 
** fheUs of fo many enormous turtles *.** 
They weigh about twenty-five pounds 
each. Sir Janxes Ware, in the twen- 
ty-fourth chapter of the fecond volume 
in folk) of his Antiquities of Ireland, 
gives the fpUowing account of thefe boats* 
** The ancient Irifh made ufe of wicker- 

ft 

** boats covered with cow-hides, not only 

r 

** on rivers, but fometimes in their navi- 
** gation on the open fea. Thefe little 
^ barks were called by them corraghs^ 
** probably from the Britifli word corwg^ 
^* which (ignifies a boat covered with a, 
*' hide.'* That chapter is filled with quo- 
tations from Herodotus, Caefar^ Lucan, 

Solinus, Apollin. Sidonius, Virgil, arid 
Pliny, relative to this kind of veffels. 

. * A Tour through Wale^ in 1774- 

At 
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At Aberyftwith, in Cardlganflxire, I 
was informed that there was a fmall veflcl 
ready to fail for Caernarvon ; as the wind 
was favourable and the weather ^fine, I 
eafily prevailed oil the mafter, by the pro- 
mife of half a dozen guineas, to fail with 
me for Dublin inftead of Caernarvon^ Ac- 
cordingly I embarked on the fourth of 
June I775» and landed in Dublin after a 
pleafant paflage of forty-three hours ; the 
crew coqfifted only of the mafter and two 
men. The Channel was full of Ihips, 
failing in different directions, and we could 
diftiuiJily difcover both th,e Irifh and Welch 
inountains. 



The entrance into the harbour of Dub- 
lin is one of the moft beautiful in Europe ; 
though inferior to the bay of Naples, were 
it merely from the terrific grandeur of 
mount Vefuvius, which there forms a moft 
ftriking objeft, 

B 4 I landed 
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I landed in Ireland with an opinion that 
the inhabitants were addifbed to drinking, 
given to hofpitality, and apt to blunder, 
or make bulls ; in which I found myfelf 
miflaken. Hofpitality and drinking went 
formerly hand in hand^ but fince the ex-- 
cefles of the table have been fo judicioufly 
abolifhed, hofpitality is not fo violently 
pradifed as heretofore, when it might 
have been imputed to them as a fault. 

*< Each perfon now may drink and fill 
As much, or little ^s he will^ 
' Exempted from the bedlam rule^ 
Of roaring prodigals and fools: • 
Whether, in merry mood or whim. 
He takes a bumper to the brim. 
Or, better pleas'd to let it pafs. 
Grows chearful with a fcanty glafs/^ 

• 

Some years ago, (perhaps half a cen- 
tury) when the Englilh language was but 
little underftood by the common Irifli, it 
was not to be wondered at, that they fre- 
quently ufed improper ^ords, and blun- 
dered, becaufe, as the Iiifli was their na- 
tive 
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tive tongue, and the Englifh an acquired 
jone, they thought in one language, and 
cxprefled themfelves in another, the dif- 
advantage of \7hich is obvious ; but as at 
' prefent almofl: all the peafants underfland 
the Englifh language, they converfe with 
as much propriety, as any perfons of their 
clafe in England, or any where elfe, 

Ganaing and duelling are alfo attri- 
buted to the Irifh, but probably with little 
foundation. As to the fci^nce of gaming, 
pofllbly it may prevail in Dublin, as it 
does in every great city in Europe; and 
with regard to the art of duelling, a pru- 
dept traveller may as eafily avoid any fuch 
difagreeable encounters there, as elfe- 
where. National refledions are always 
both illiberal and unjufl ; and Churchill 
was undoubtedly in the right when he faid, 

^* Long from a country ever hardly us'd. 
At random cenfur'd, and by moft abus'd^ 
Have Britons drawn their fport, with no kind view. 
And judg'd the many, by the rafcal few." 

RofiCIAD. 

In 
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In regard to the fine arts, Ireland i« 
yet confiderably behind-hand with the 
reft of Europe, partly owing to the un-» 

^ lettled Aate in which that ifland was, dur- 
ing civil wars and commotions ; which 
to a refleding traveller ofFers matter of 
wonder that it is even fo forward. Out 

, of Dublin, and its environs, there is 
fcarcely a fingle capital pidure, flatue, or 
building, to be found in the whole ifland. 
Neither is muiic cultivated out of the 
abovementioned limits, to any degree of 
perfection ; fo that nothing is to be ex- 
peftcd in making the tour of Ireland, 
beyond the beauties of nature, a few mo- 
dern-antiquities, and the ignorance and 
poverty of the lower clafs of the inhabit- 
ants ; of which more hereafter. 

To return to Dublin : " To write of 
*' this city with the folemnity of geogra- 
■*' phical defcription, would have the ap- 
*' pearance of a very frivolous oftenta- 
** tion,*' and to pafs it over *' as too weli 

" known 
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** known to admit any defbription, 
would be deviating into the other extreme. 
It is nearly circular, about eight miles in 
circumference, and, London excepted, is 
the largeft city in his majefty^s domi^ 
liions ; fituatcd in 53^ 20' latitude, and 
7^ 30' longitude from London, and is 
divided into two nearly equal parts by the 
river LiflFy, over which are five bridges ; 
of thefe Effex-bridge is the moft worthy 
of notice. It confifts of five arches of 
ftone, the chord of the middle one is 
48 feet ; it was begun in 1753, finifli* 
ed in about a year and a half, and coft 
twenty thoufand guineas ; the length is 
250 feet : the tide rifes here, on an 
?ivcrage, about ten. Queen's -bridge was 
rebuilt in 1764, and confifts of three ele- 
gant arches. The other bridges are not 
worth mentioning, as they are merely 
convenieRces to crofs the river, and defy 
every order of architedture. Another 
bridge over this river, to the eaft of Effex- 

|)rfdge, appears to be greatly wanted. 

The 
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The fquare, called St. Stephen's Green, 
is probably the largeft in Europe, each 
fxde being upwards of a thoufand feet, 
or near a quarter of a mile in length : 
the outer walks are gravelled, and planted 
with trees on each fide, and feparated 
from the coach-road by a low wall ; the 
infide is a lawn, in the midfl of which is 
an equeftrian ftatue of king George II. in 
brafs, ereded in 1758; a great number 
of fnipes refort hither in winter, invited 
by the fwampinefs of the Green during 
that feafon, and to avoid their enemies 
the fportfmen* 

The houfes in this fquare are fo ex- 
tremely irregular, that* there are fcarcely 
two of the fame height, . breadth, mate- 
rials, or architedure. 

Here are two cathedrals, eighteen pa- 
rifh churches, befides feveral chapels, 
meeting-houfes, &c. 

Thq 
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Neither of the cathedrals are remarkable 
for their architefture. In that of the Tri- 
nity, or Chrift-church, the monuments 
i^hich merit notice, are the following. 

That which was ereded in 1570 to the 
memory of Richard Strongbow, who died 
in 1177. It is fpoilt by having lately 
been painted white. 

That of Thomas Prior: it reprefents 
his buft between two boys, of white mar- 
ble, one of which is weeping, and the 
other holds a fcroU ; they were fculptured 
by J. Van Noft in 1756. 

That of lord Bowes, who died in 1767 : 
a ftatue of Juftice, fitting, of white mar- 
ble, and as large as the life, holds a me- 
dallbn, with his head in baflb-relievo. 

And that of the earl of Kildare, who 
died in 1743 : it confifts of four ^ewes, 
of the natural fize, of white marble, carved 

- bjr 
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by H. Checrc, The carl lies extended, 
his lady weeping over him, a fervanft* 
maid behind^ and near her a man wring-* 
ing his hand8> a// m their proper drejfes. 

In St* Patrick's cathedral is ati elegant 
monument, erected in 1766, to Dr. Smyth, 
archbifhop of Dublin. Dban Swift was 
burled in this church. 

Near the altar is an enormous pile of 
Wood, with near twenty clumfy wooden 
images as l^rge as the life, painted in the 
proper colours, and gilt. Thefe reprefent 
Boyle earl of Cork, and his family, and 
were built in 1629, and are ilill allowed 
thurch*-room I 

There are two or three of the parifh* 
churches with modern elegant ftone fronts, 
but without fpires or fleeples. 

The univerfity confifts of a Cngle 
college, dedicated to the Trinity ; the 

building 
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Wlding has twenty-three windows in 
front, h of white ftone, and of four fto^ 
ries in height; it was begun in 1591. 
The library is a large and handfome 
room ; nineteen tolerable marble bulls 
are placed in it ; they are thofe of Plato, 
Socrates, Ariftotle, Cicero, Demofthenes, 
Homer, Shakefpear, Milton, Bacon, New- 
ton, Locke, Boyle, and Swift ; of arch- 
bifhop Ufher, of an earl of Pembroke, 
of a Dn Delany, of a Dr. Lawfon^ of a 
Dr. Gilbert, and of a Dr. Baldwin. The 
Irifli account of this college concludes 
thus : 

*• To the eaft is the Park, for the re- 
** laxation of the minds of the yourig 
*' gentlemen, after the fatigue of their 
" ftudies, and a bowling-green is pro* 
•• vided for their amufement, at ' proper 
*' periods : the former, we are of opinion, 
•* infinitely exceeds, not only in extent, 
** but rural beauty, arty of thofe public 
** gardens, which are looked upon by the 

" gay 



cc 
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•^ gay and diffipated, as fo many earthly' 
paradifes. The fellows have alfo ad 
elegantly laid-out garden, into which 
" no (Indents (fellow-commoners and maf- 
*' ters excepted) are admitted, where they 
** may be fequeftered from the crowd, and 
** enabled in the midft of folitude. 



inter filvas academi quserere verum. 



>y 



The provoft's houfe is near the college, 
and is a handfome building of free-ftone. 

The parliament-houfe was begun in 
J 729, finifhed in ten years, and coft forty 
thoufand pounds. It is of Hone, and is 
one of the greateft ornaments of the city. 

The houfe of lords is merely a plain 
room, that for the three hundred com- 
mons is odangular, and the benches are 
gradually elevated above each other. 

. In College- green is an equeftrian ftatue 
of king William III. and in the garden 
behind the lord-mayor's houfe is one of 

king 
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king George I. which formerly was placed 
oa Eflbobridge. 

Here are two theatres, one in Crow- 
flreet^ and the other in Smock-alley; 
over the curtain of this latter theatre is an 
ingenious device, beihg a reprefentation 
of a (hip failing into a pott; the vefTel is 
called ** the Smock-alley frigate,'* and 
on the fails is writteui ^' for public fa-^ 
^' your," with *' all's well that ends well.'* 
And this is the theatre^royal ! 

The lying-in-hofpital was finifhed in 
1757, though firft founded in 1745^ by a 
furgeon named MofTe : it is one of the 
handfomeft buildibgs in Dublin, and is fup- 
potted by grants from parliament, and by 
private benefa£tions and legacies* Be- 
hind the hofpital are public gardens, with 
a rotunda built in imitation of that at 
Ranelagh, near London, but on a much 
fmaller fcale. Concerts of mufic are gi- 
ven here three times a week in the fum- 

C tner ; 
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mer ; and the profitSi which are about 
four hundred pounds per annum, are a£H» 
propriated to the hofpital. The follow- 
ing quotation may probably not be thought 
impertinent* 

** By the account which was publiOied 
*' of the old llofpital it appeared, that ia 
the fpace of twelve years, three thoufand 
iiine hundred and feventy-five women 

V 

** were delivered t^ierein of two thoufand 
** one hundred and one boysi, and one 
** thoufand nine hundred and forty-eight 
" girls, in all four thoufand and forty- 
** nine children, feventy-four women hav- 
** ing had twins. Thus there were about 
*' twelve males born to eleven females; 
** the proportion of women who had 
** twins was as one to fifty-three three-^ 
*' fourths ; of women dying in child -bed, 
*' as one to ninety one-third ; children 
*• ftill-born, one to thirty-four; children 
** dying in the month, one to feventeen; 
•* women delivered from the age of fif- 

** teen 
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•* teen to twenty- one, four hundred and 
** nine ; from twenty-one to thirty-one, 
** two thoufand fiye hundred and forty- 
** two; from thirty-pne to forty-one, nine 
** thoufand andthirty-five; and from forty- 
** one to fifty-three, eighty-nine: and in 
** the feven following years three thoufand 
*• four hundred and ninety -five more wo- 
** men were delivered of three thoufand 
** five hundred and fixty-one children in 
*^ the new hofpital." 

St. Patrick's hofpital for lunatics and 
ideots was founded in 1745, in confe- 
quence of about 1 1,000 1. bequeathed by 
Swift; who unfortunately became a pro- 
per object for his own charitable founda- 
tion *. ' There are ten or twelve hofpitals 
of more inferior note^ as is expreffed in th« 

* In his own words, 
*« He left the little wealth he had 
*^ To build a houfe for fools and mad, 
*' And fbew'd by one fatiric touch 
** No nation wanted it fo much," 

C 2 Irifh 
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IrUh account, in and about Dublin : thefe 
are yfeful, but not ornamental buildings. 

The barracks arc very large, and are 
built at the weftern extremity of Dublin^ 
near the river. 

» 

9 

The city bafbn is a refer voir, capable of 
holding water to fupply the city for fome 
weeks, - when the fprings from whence it 
is filled are dry j both the fprings and the 
refervoir were dry whilft I was in Dub- 
lin*. 

At prefent a new exchange is building 
in Dublin, which promifes to become the 
greateft ornament of that city ; it is fitu- 
ated at the top of the chief ftrect lead- 

* In 1765 a canal was begun to be cut from 
this place, and intended to be continued to Ath- 
lone, which is about feventy Englifh miles ofF, in 
order to open a communication with the Shannon ; 
at the rate the work is at prefent carried on it bids 
fair for being completed in three or four centuries. 

ing 
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ing to Effex-bridge ; and is a fquare 
building of white ftone with a cupola : 
the dome is decorated with twelve fluted 
femi- columns, of the Corinthian order, 
placed againfl: the walls ; and a flight of 

fleps is intended to projeft confiderably in- 
to the ftreet. 

In Ship-ftreet is a round tower j thefe 
edifices^ which are peculiar to Ireland, 
Ihallbe defcribed hereafter*. 

The places of public refort for amufe- 
ment, befides the two theatres, and the 
gardens behind the hofpital beforemen- 
tioned, are the caftle, where there are balls 
every Tuefday evening in winter; fub- 
fcription balls j and feveral places where 
concerts are occafionally held: and in 
fummer Ranelagh gardens, about a mile 

* Mr. Boate, in his natural hiftory of Ireland, 
fgppofes it to have been built by the Danes about 
the year 1038. Very few of the inhabitants of 
Dublin know that this tower exifis. 

C 3 out 
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out of town ; thcfe laft are touch in the 
ftyle of the White Conduit- houfc, orBag^ 
nigge-wells near London. 

To give a copious catalogue of the pic-^ 
tures which may be feen in Dublin, would 
be of little fervice to thofe who, by being 
on the fpot, have it in their power to re- 
cur to the originals, and of little enter- 
tainment to thofe who are far from them : 
it may be neceffary to point out more par- 
ticularly thofe which are preferved in fo- 
reign countries, in order to inform the cu- 
rious lover of painting of the exiftence of 
fuch pidures J but, in this cafe, it is fuffir 
cient to name the coUedions in general. 

The earl of Charlemont is in. pofleffion 
of one of the fineft pieces Rembrandt ever 
painted ; it reprefents Judas repenting, and 
cafting the filver pieces on the ground; 
the figures are about a foot in length. 
Here is likewife a pidure by Hogarth, 
from which no engraving has been made ; 

it 
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k rq>rerentft a lady fitting in a defponding 
air, aad an officer offering her his hat full 
of money and jewels which he has juft won 
of her; eager defire is exprelTed in his 
countenance^ and in het's repentance and 
hefitation. 

His lordfhip's library is one of the moft 
elegant apartments in Dublin. 

The earl of Moira's colledlion is nume- 
rous; among the chief pidures are the 
following, 

A young woman kiffing a young man« 
Murillo. 

A fmall marriage of St. Catharine, by 
Correggio. 

A few portraits in crayons, by Ro- 
falba. 

A warrior's head, Rembrandt ; and two 
or three pieces by Salvator Rofa. 



' Stewart, Efq. pofleffes about a hun- 
dred pictures, among which is a large 
Nativity by Rubens. 

C 4 Jofeph 
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Jofeph Henry, Efq. has a few pidures j 
the heft are, a madonna as large as the 
life, by C^rlo Doici, efteemed to be a 
chef d'qpuvre. 

Two peafants playing at morra^^ by 
Giovanni di San Giovanni, one of the on- 
ly three which be painted in oil. 

Four picStures by Vernet, and two by 
Pompeio Battoni. 

St. Peter and St. Paul^ nearly natural 
fire, by Andrea del Sarto. 

A copy of the celebrated pidure by 
Rajphael, which is in the Pifti palace in 
Florence, known by the name of our Lady 
of the Chair {la Madonna delta Sedia)^ in 
crayons, by Charles Martin, an Englifh 
painter, whp lived many years at Flo- 
rence; he never copied any pidure but 
this, and always from the original. 

Several pidures reprefenting views in 
and about Naples, Aranjuez, Madrid, &Cf 
painted by Antonio Jolli, in 17^0. 

* An Italian game of gueffing the fingers held 
lip. 

Among 
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Among thefe is a bull-fight ; the painter 
engraved a plate of it for Mr. Henry. 

Lady St. George's houfe in Dublin, 
and the earl of Ely's, at Rathfarnham, 
about a mile out of towny contain each a 
great number of piftures. Thefe are all 
the colledions I faw, or could bear of ia 
Dublin, excepting a few pictures by Mrs. 
Angelica KaufFman, and, as I afterwards 
found, there were no others in the whole 
iflanc^. 

The nobility of Ireland are ranked un- 
^er the following titles : 

The Lord-Lieutenant. 

Earl of C!onnaught (duke of Glou« 
pefter). 

Earl of Dublin (duke of Cumberland). 

A fingle duke (of Leinfter). 

Fifty*-eight (carls, forty-four vifcounts, 
and thirty-feven barons ; of thefe, befidc 
^he duke, twenty-one of the firft, eight of 

the 
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the fccond^ and nitietecn of the laft, were 
created by his prefent diajefty. 

Four archbifliops, eighteen bifhops, and 
the lord' chancellor for the time being. 

Thus the houfe of peets at prefent 
(1775) confift df a hundred arid fixty- 
two members, there being four Roman 
catholic peers. 

The baronets are about fixty in num- 
ber f^ wiere are feventy-five privy-counfel- 
lors, of whom thirty-fix are private gen- 
tlemfen ; they are all llyled right honour- 
able. 

There is another right honourable lord 
who is not a peer ; namely, the lord- 
mayor. It is fomewhat Angular that there 
is no order of knighthood peculiar to Ire- 
land : and it may not be improper to, re* 
mark here, that the number of the titles 
of Scotland is limited. 



At 
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At the end of the book from which the 
above lifts were extracted) is a chrpnolo- 
gical table of '^ Remarkable Events in the 
" Annals of the City of Dublin," among 
which are^ 

" 1466. The city vifited by a plague. 

" 1477- The like." There are about 
a dozen more of thefe unwelcome vidts 
commemorated. 

"151 2.. Mayor obliged to go annually, 

*' in proceffion, bare-foot . through the 

" city, by way of penance, for quarrel- 

/« ling in St. Patrick's church." This 

penance was continued till the reformation. 

** 1697. Baron van Homrigh, (lord- 
** mayor) obtained a new collar of SS 

(the former being loft) value 1 000/." 



(4 



In 1774 an zGt paffed for new paving 
the ftreets of Dublin ; and in confequence 
thereof fomc of thefe ftreets are already 
new-paved ; the old paving is, perhaps, 
the worft of all poftible pavings. 

Sackville- 
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Sackville-ftreet is one of the beft ia 
JDublin ; it might have been carried up to 
the front of the lying-in-hofpitali which 
would have rendered it magnificent. In 
the midft is a mall, enclofed within a low 
wall. 

In the year 1 749, it was computed that 
ill the city and liberties of Dublin there 
were two thoufand alehoufes, three hun- 
dred taverns, and twelve hundred brandy 
Ihops *. In 1766 the number of houfcs 
in Dublin was thirteen thoufand, one hun- 
dred and ninety-four ; fo that it is pro- 
bable that the number of inhabitants fur-? 
paffes one hundred thoufand. 

There are many fingle-horfe two 
wheeled chaifes, which conftantly ply in 
the ftrects in Dublin ; they are called nod- 
dies ; thefe, as well as the hackney-coaches, 
are fo infufFerably bad, and even danger- 






Rutty 's Hiftory of Dublin. 

OUS. 
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ous, as to afford' matter of furprize that 

they are permitted to be ufed. 

« 

Goods are conveyed about the city on 
fmall two- wheeled cars, drawn by a fingle 
horfe; the wheels are thin round blocks^ 
each about twenty inches in diameter. 
The wheels of thofe cars which are ufed 
in the country, are placed at a greater dif- 
tance from each other than thofe of the 
city cars. They are frequently ufed as 
vehicles for the common people, on their 
parties of pleafure ; a bed, or a mat, is 
at fuch times placed on the car, and half 
a dozen people fit on it, with their legs 
hanging a few inches from the ground ; 
they are generally dragged a foot*pace. 
There are many mules made ufe of in and 
about Dublin. 

The out-ikirts of Dublin confift chiefly 
of huts, which are termed cabbins ^; 

* See Dr. Johnfon's ^cfcription of a Scotch hut. 

they 
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they are made of mud dried, and moftly 
without either chimney or window ; and 
in thefe miferable dwellings, far the greater 
part of the inhabitants of Ireland linger 
out a wretched exiftence. There is ge- 
nerally a fmall pidce of ground annexed 
to each cabbin, which produces a few po- 
tatoes ; and on thefe potatoes, and milk, 
the common Irifh fubfift all the year 
round, without tafting bread or meat, ex- 
cept perhaps at Chriftmas once or twice ; 
what little the men can obtain by their la- 
hour, or the women by their fpinning, is 
ufually confumed in whifky, which is a 
fpirituous liquor refembling gin. Shoes 
and ftockings are feldom worn by thefe 
beings, who feem to form a di(lin£t race 
from the reft of mankind ; their poverty 
is much greater than that of the Spaoifli, 
Portuguefe, or even Scotch peafants ; not- 
withftanding which they appear to exift 
contentedly. 

The 
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The. iodigcnce of the middle clafs of 
pec^le is viiible even in Dublin, where 
there are many (hops, which ferve at once 
for two diflFerent trades ; fuch as filver- 
fmiths ^nd bookfellers ; fadlers and miU 
liner Sf &x. The ftock in trade of the 
petty fhop-keepers confifts of half a do- 
zen of eggs, a platter of fait, a few pipes, 
a roll of tobacco, a yard of tape, a ball 
of twine, a paper of pins, &c. &c. 

Neither is the keennefs of neceflity lefe 
confpicuous with regard to literature; for 
every printer in the ifland is at liberty to 
prints and every bookfeller to vend as 
many, and as vile editions of any book^ 
a& they pleafe ; thus by ufing brown pa- 
per, faving the expence of a corredor of 
the prefs, and being at none for copy, 
they make . (hift to gain a few (hillings, 
by felling their editions at half, or at a 
quarter of the price of the originals. 
Two magazines are publifhed monthly in 
Dublin, in each of which, any new pam* 

phlet. 
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phletj which is fold for a {hilling of 
eighteen pence in London, is given en^ 
tire. There are likewife eight Dublin 
news^papers, which are curiofities, by 
reafon of their ftyle and fpelling. The 
orthography of the infcriptions on the 
iigns, and of the names at the corners of 
the flreets, is equally faulty^ but might 
more eafily be porre&ed. 

m 

During my ftay in Ireland, I frequently 
had an opportunity of experiencing that 
^< kind of intelle£kual retrogradation, by 
*^ means of which the more I heard, the 
" lefs I knew ♦,*' as the fecond anfwer to 
a queftion ufually annihilated the infor-* 
mation fuppofed to be acquired by a firft. 
Were I to fay that the Irifli in general 
have " obtained a mediocrity of know- 
" '^S^> between learning and ignorance^ 
** not inadequate to the purpofes of com- 
'* mon life," it might be thought too fe- 

• Sec Dr. Johnfon's Hebrides. 

verc J 
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vere, but when it is confidered that they 
are lately emerged out of a ftate of dif- 
fenfions and party broils, which left but 
little leifure for the improvement of the 
mind, the above quotation may not ap-> 
pear totally inapplicable nor invidious *• * 

The climate of Ireland is more moid 
than that of any other part of Europe, it 
generally rains four or five days in the 
week, for a few hours at a time; thus 
rainbows are feen almoft daily f . To this 
moifture and to the temperature of the 
air, being never in the extremes of heat 

^ Dr. Rutty, who was himfelf an Iriflinian, con- 
cludes his Natural Hiftory of the County of Dublin 
with this paragraph, ^^ Let raih, gloomy, and un* 
^< grateful mortals then forbear t6 murmur at this 
^< climate, fince it is evident the bounty of Provi-* 
<< dence caufeth the fun jto (hine upon us in a far 
^^ greater degree than we commonly imagine «r 
** defervey 

t According to obfervations made during the 
fpacc of forty-three years in Dublin (from 1717 to 
i758,^both incluAve), it appears that the fair day 
were yeaity at a medium a hundred and ten, which 
is not quite a third part of the year. 

D • or 
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or cold, is owing the beautiful ver- 
dure of the grafs, which is feldom parch- 
ed or frozen ; but that moifture and the 
numberlefs ktkeS) rivulets, and fprings are 
the caufes of thofe bogs which fo greatly 
abound in Ireland ; thefe are far from be- 
ing ufelcfs, as they are inexhauftible 
fburccs of fuel for the inhabitants, which is 
obtained at little or no expcnce ; it is call- 
ed turf, and is of the nature of the Eng- 
Kfli peat, and of that turf which is cut in 
Holland. The Irifh turf confifts chiefly of 
fibres of grafs, mofs, and weeds, with a 
fcnall quantity of earth, and is cafily con- 
fumed to aflies ; the Dutch turf is wholly 
of mud, which when dry is heavy, burns 
a confiderable time, and leaves a fine char- 
coal. In thefe bogs, fome of which are 
, twenty-eight feet in depth, -trunks of 
trees are frequently found, at various^ 
depths, which have probably lain there 
many centuries : the marks of the hatchet 
are ftill to be feen on fome of them ; many 
other fubftances have been found in the 

bogs. 
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bogs, fuch as iron utenfils, fword blades 
of a kind of brafs, and horils of the moofe- 
deer; fixty or feventy pair of thefe have 
been difcovered, the laf geft of which mea- 
lured near fourteen feet from the tip of 
one horn to that of the other; a pair is 
depofited in the Britifli Mufeum, anotheir 
in the mufeUm of the Royal Society, and 

another in Warwick caftle, &c.* 

« 

There are no fnakes, nor any veno- 
mous animals or infects in Ireland ; nei- 
ther are there any toads, moles, or mole- 
crickets. Frogs are very plentiful, and 
were firft imported in 1699 f. 

To 

^ See Boate's Natural Hiftory of Ireland, 
Wright's Louthiana, Sir H. Piers 's Weft Meath, 
and feveral papers in the Philofophical Tranf- 
a£lion5, for further particulars relative to thofe 
horns, and the bo^ •^ in which they were found. 

t In O'Halioran's Hiftory of Ireland is the fol- 
lowing pafTage, *^ We never had frogs in Ireland till 
** the reign of king William. It is true fome mighty 
♦* feniible members of the Royal Society, in the 
*^ time of Charles II« attempted to add thefe to the 
'< many other valuable prefents fent us from £ng« 

D 2 *♦ land. 
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To affign any reafon for this peculiar 
exemption from noxious animals would 
be difficult, as conjedure alone would be 
the bafis of fuch reafon, and could never 
be fatisfadory ; it cannot be owing to the 
moifture of the foil, becaufe the moft en- 
ormous ferpents are generated in the 
fwamps of North-America. Snakes have 
been imported into Ireland, and have al- 
ways periihed in a fhort time. 

As to the cuftoms peculiar to the Irifh 
gentry, I know of only three : 

The firft is that of having conAantly 
boiled eggs for breakfaft with their tea 
(the Scotch eat marmalade and fweetmeats 
to their bread and butter.) 

'* land, but ineffectually ; as they were of Belgic 
•* origin, it would feem they could only thrive 
^^ under a Dutch prince; and thefe with many o- 
•* thor exotics were introduced at the happy Revo- 
<< lution/' This conclufion is as abfurd as it is 
illiberal : the author is a Roman catholic. 

The 
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l]he fecond is the univerfal ufe of po- 
tatoes, which form a ftanding difli at 
every meal; thefe are eaten by way of 
bread, even the ladies indelicately placing 
them on the table-cloth, on the fide of 
their plate, after peeling them. The fil- 
thy cuftom of ufing water glafles after 
meals is as common as in England; it may 
poffibly be endeavoured to be excufed, by 
pleading the natural unfociablenefs of the 
Britifh, who if obliged to withdraw to 
wafh, would feldom rejoin their company; 
but then it may be urged that no well- 
bred perfons touch their victuals with their 
fingers, and confequently fuch ablutions 
ought to be unneceflarjr. '^ 

The third cuftom is that of forging franks, 
which is pretty univerfal; the ladies in par- 
ticular ufe this privilege : they endeavour 
to excufe themfelves, fome by faying that 
the members, of parliament have given them 

leave to ufe their names; others, who, 
it is prefumed are ftaunch patriots, by 

D3 pleading 
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pleading that the revenues of the poft- 
office are mifapplied, and that they think 
it meritorious to leffen thofe revenues; 
others, that the offence is trivial and harm- 
lefs, and that there is no law ^gainil it ; ia 
which they are miftaken, as there is an 
zGt of parliament, which renders it a fe- 
lony of feptenhial tranfportation. I coul4 

not convince them that thefe fine reafons 
were inconclufive and unfatisfadory ; but 
was myfelf convinced of the truth of what 
I aflert, by feeiag more than one lady of 
rank counterfeit the fignatures of many 
perfons, with fo perfect, an imitation, that 
I muft do them the juftice to fay that they 
could Scarcely be diftinguiftied from the 
originals. However, it is not every lady 
that has either the talent or the inclina- 
tion to make ufe of this ingenious art; 
and as a further alleviation, I have been 
informed that all the inhabitants of a town 
have fometimes had leave to frank letters 
io their rnember'^ nam^. 

There 
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There are annually feveral lotteries in 
Ireland; many of the tickets of which 
are fent to England to be fold, in open 
idefiance of feveral ads of parliament. 

As to the natural hiftory of the Irifh 
fpecies, they are only remarkable for the 
thicknefs of their legs, efpecially thbfe of 
the plebeian females. 

Saint Patrick is the patron and tutelar 
faint of Ireland. He was horn about th^; 
middle of the fourth century. In his Life 
I find it recorded that he daily rehearfed 
the whole Pfalter with a great number of 
prayers, and that he mortified himfelf by 
" faying every night fifty pfalms in wa- 
** ter.*' He is faid to have been canonized 
for having illuftrated the Trinity by the 
comparifon of a fliamrock, or trefoil*. 
And in honour of this apoftle Paddy is 
the popular chriftian name of the Irifh. 

* Pofthumous works of a late celebrated genius, 
vol. u p. 70. 

D 4 The 
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The name of Teague is likewifc very com^ 
mon J it is deriyed froiq Thadeus. 

S. 0*Halloran, in his hiftory of Irelaa4» 
fays, " When furnames came into general 
^* ufe oijer Europe, thofe aflumed by the 
*' Irifh feem to havp more dignity and 
*' me?itiing tjian thofe t^fcen up by the 
^' neighbouring nations. A few inftances 
•* will juftify this afTertion. O, 17/, or 
^* MaCy which fignifies the/on of^ are pre- 
^' fixed to all Mil^fian * furnames of men, 
*^ according to the bid adage, 

Per MaCy atque O, tu veros cognofcis 

Hibernos : 
His duobus demptis, nuUus |Iibernu^ 

adeft. 

Witncfs O'Brien, O'Neill, O'Donnell, 
P'Callah^n, O'lSLen^edy, OTal vie, O'Cpn- 

* The MilefiAs are faid to have been colonics 
fent from Spain into Ireland, about the year of 

jbe worl^ 27^8. 

Ror, 
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nor, 0*Hayc8, O'Halloran, Mac Donnell, 
Mac Mahon, and many other O's and 
Mac's. If the " dignity and meaning'* of 
thefe adje£kives be not evident how, Mr. 
O'Halloran may further explain them. 

The Irifli language is ftill underftood 
and fpoken by moft of the common people, 
but by few of the better fort : the books 
which arc printed in it confift only of a 
few devotional trads. In *i773 an Eng- 
Ijfli gentleman of the name of Vallancey 
publiflied a quarto volume, entitled, " A 
'^ (Grammar of the Iberno-celtic or Irifli 
♦* Language," ip the preface to which he 
fays, ** The Irifh language is free from 
^* the anomalies, fterility, and heteroclite 
*• redundances, which mark; thie dialed of 
♦* barbarous nations ; it is pre^ife and co- 
*^ pious, and affords thofe elegant con- 
^* yerfions which no other than a thin):- 
^* ing and lettered people can ufe or rc- 
^^ quire.. This language had fuch affinity 

'' with 
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*' with the Punic, that it may be faid to 
'* have been in great degree the language 
*' of Hannibal, Hamilcar, and of Afdru- 
« bal. 



it 






*• None can be good divines who arc 
** not good textuaries ; and no divines, 
•* thofe particularly who have the care of 
fouls in this kingdom, can anfwer to 
their heavenly Mailer or to their coun* 
•* try, their negleft of learning the Irifli 
•' tongue, which is the only language un- 
derftood by one half of their parifliion- 
ers, and the only language in which 
*' they will receive inftrudion. Pluri^ 
♦* mas amicitias taciturnitas fola diffolvit. 
*• H tiyo(myi cv^BTTole sycTTiTfju. I wifh yOU 

*' all had the gift of languages. I 
•^ thank my God, I fpeak with more 
** tongues than ye all, yet in the 
** church I had rather fpeak five words 
^* with my underftanding, that by my 
** voice I might teach others alfo, than 



Cf 
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** ten thoufand words in an unknown 
** tongue *." 



This gentleman alfo publifhed a fmall 
pamphlet, being an effay on the antiqui- 
ty of the Irifh language, with a preface 
proving, as he fays, Ireland to be the 
Thule of the ancients. Mr. O'Halloran 
on this fubjed fays f* " The connexion 
** between the Irifli language and Englifh 
^* is fatisfadlorily accounted for. The 
** princes of Britain, their nobility, and 
'* men of letters were here educated. 
" Here they enlarged the bounds of their 
^* barren tongue. Here they firft learned 
** the ufe of letters, and adopted our cha-^ 
** ra£ler: and hither they muft repair to 
** explain the ancient names of places, and 
** learn the radices of very many of their 
^* words. Befides the name of Britain, 



* St. PauPs I Ep, to the Corinthians, chap. 
Kiv. i8. 

*« we 
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*' we find the country alfo called Albion j 
•* and Scotland, which was confejfedly peo^ 
** pled from Ireland^ has yet among us no 
" other name." Now follows (in his 
book) a lift of an hundred and fifty Irifh 
words, which are faid to have fome affi- 
nity to the like in Englifh, and which 
muji undoubtedly prove that the Irifli is ' 
the mother tongue of the whole world *• . 

The characters of the Irifh language are 
fingular, and at firft fight might be mif- 
taken for Qreek. 

I infert the following words, copied 
from the vocabulary at the end of the Irifh 
grammar, as a fpecimen of the language; 

a few of them point out the etymology of 
fev^ral names of places mentioned in the 
coqrfe of this work, ^nd moft of the 
others are coUeded to fhow their affinity 
to the like words in other languages. 

* A quarto Englifh and Irifh diftionary was 
publifhed in Paris by Dr. O'Brien, 

God, 
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God, Dia. 

Jcfus Chrift, Jofa Criofd. 

God the Son, Dia an 

Mac. 
The Holy Ghoft, an 

Spiorad Naom\ 
A bjody, corp. 
Death, bas. 
Heaven, ceal. 
Paradife, parrafas. 
Glory, gloir. 
An angel, aingeal. 
Saint, naom. 
An apofUe, apftal. 
Hell, ifrionn. 
The devil, diab'aU 

Fire, teine. 
Earth, ce. 
Water, uifge. 

The fun, fol. 

The moon, luan. 

Grafs, fear. 

A man, fear. 

A woman, bean. 

The navel, uimliocan. 

A fever, fiab'ras. 

The plague, plaig. 

The palfy, pairilis. 

The venereal difeafe, an 
b*olgac' Prancac'. 

The fouI,'anam. 



Joy, folas. 
Love, jrad. 

The days \)f the Week 
are, 
Dia Luain. 
— ^ Mairt. 
—^ Ceadaoin. 
•— Daoin. 
— Aoine. 
•— « Sat'airnn. 
— • Dom'naig'. 
Wine, fion. 
Claret, fion Prancac'. 
butter, im. 
A fhip, long. 
A church, eaglais, tern- 

pol. 
A prieft, fagart, mini- 

• ftir. 
An altar, altoir. 
The bible^ an biobla. 
A chapter,' caibidil. 
The pope, papa. 
A village^ baile. 
A hill, ard. 
A hillock, cnocan. 
A cottage, caban. 
Peafe, pis. 
Dung, cac*. 
Paper, paipeir, cairt. 
A book, leab'ar. 

Wax, 
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Wax, c'eir, 

A wafer, ab'lann^ 

A letter, litir. 

A point, punc, 

A rabbet, coinin. 

A cat, cat. 

A bull, tarb*. 

A cow, bo. 

A goat, bocan« 

An afs, afal. 

A horfe, marc. 

A fheep, caora. 

A rat, luc* frangac*. 

A moufe, luc*. 

A loufe, miol. . 

Honey, mil. 

A cock, gall. 

A turkey - hen, cearc 

frangac*. 
A pigeon, colm. 
A partridge, paitrifg. 
A nightingale,roffin-ceol- 
^ A magpie, maggidipi. 
Aftarling, druid. 
A peacock, peacog. 
An onion, inniun. 
Turneps, nirnapa. 
A rofe, rofa. 
Thyme, tiem. 



Rofemary, rofmuire* 

An apple, ub'all. 

A pear, piorra. 

A nut, cno, 

A fig, f igid'. 

A grape, grapuid*. 

Gold, or. 

Silver, airgiod, 

Brafs, pras. 

J^ewter, peatair. 

Iron, iarrann. 

Lead, Iuaide% 

Tin, ftan. 

An ifland, innis. 

A father, at'air. 

A mother, rnatW. 

A fon, mac. 

A daughter, ing'ean. 

A grandfon, macmic. 

Matrimony, pofad'. 

A hundred, cead. 

A thoufand, mile. 

A million, million. 

A gallon, gallun. 

A quart, carta. 

A pint, pinta. 

A furlong, ftatd. 

A mile, mile, Arc* &Cw 



The 
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The arms of Ireland are, azure^ a harp, 
oTy ftrung, argent,- It is not known when, 
or on what occafion this mufical inftru- 
ment was thus appropriated* 

Bifhop Nicholfon fays *, that coins 
were ftruck in 1 2 1 o, in the reign of king 
John, with the king's head in a triangle, 
which he (the biftiop) fuppofed to repre- 
fent a harp. 

Mr. James Simon fays f, '* from this 
" triangle perhaps proceeded the arms of 
"Ireland, the harp, which we do not 
^* find reprcfented on any of the Irifh 
" coins extant." The firft harp is on the 
coins of king Henry Vlil. and it has been 
continued ever fmce. 

Mr. Vallancey writes J, '^ Apollo, Grian, 
'^ or Beal, was the principal god of the 

^\ Iriih HiftoricaJ Library, page 159. 
t Account of Irifh Coins, page i j, 
i Preface ta the Irifh Grammar. 

pagan 
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** pagan Irifli, and from the harp's being 
*' facred to him, we may difcern the rca- 
*' fon why that inftrument is the enfign 
«* armorial of Ireland," 

Sir James Ware, in his chapter on the 
mufic of the Jrifh *, fays, " Nor can I 
*' upon this occafion forbear to mention, 
<* that the arms peculiar to Ireland, or 
" which have at leaft for fome .ages been 
" attributed to it, are a harp." 

This is all that I have been able to find 
in print relative to this fubjefl:; I en- 
quired of many of the natives for further 
particulars, and they all agreed that they 
knew nothing of the matter. 

The females of this ifland are remark- 
ably prolific, it being not uncommon for 
a woman to have fifteen or twenty chil- 
dren. I was acquainted with a clergyman 
and his wife in the county of Fermanagh, 

♦ Vol. II. of his works, chap. 25, 

who 
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who ift twenty- nine years had had thirty- 
two childfcrt. This friiltfulriefe iiiay bd 
aforibed to their early marriage^ and to 
the want of opportunity of indulging 
themfelves unlawfully *^ 

The Irifh ladiei arfc extreinely \;^ell cdu- 
cated» as they have tittle beddes their 
b^uty and merit to recomitiehd them for 
Wives^ their fortunes in gdherkl being^ in^ 
cbnfiderable. Mem of affluent fortune^ 
who hare coftfcqutntly no need of being 
tnorcenary in their choice^ may find hap« 
pinefs in an union with thefe ladies, pro« 
vided they can convince themfelves that 
they are difintereftedly accepted. But, 
on the other hand, this polite education 
prevents many kdies from being fuitably 
married j for men of moderate fortunes 
cannot afford to maintain them in the 

* Haud abhihc exiftimo Hibernicos vlros gcnitri* 
cisTacultatibus prx caeteris gcntibua . pracftantius 
natura fuppeditari; unicus enim coitus foecundus 
efle poteftj mulc) vero prorfus ineiEcaces* 

E " ftyle 
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ilyle in which- they were bred or reared^ 
(often greatly fuperior to their ftatioo) 
and they are not (at leaft whilft in the 
prime of youth) adapted to become the 
help-mates of tradefmen. Notwithftand* 
ing which, there are I believe fewer old 
(repenting) maids in this than in any o-* 
ther country. The. Iriih (ingle ladies are 
far from being difguftingly referved^ and 
as far from countenancing ill-bred fami- 
liarity; which renders them extremely 
engaging, efpecially to a traveller, who 
haying but little time to remain with 
them, endeavours to fpend that time ac^ 
agreeably as he can. 

Galantry* or intrigue, is but little car- 
ried on in Ireland, and a Ciciibeo (in the 
libertine fenfe of the word) is here almofl: 
as unknown as a fnake : it were to be 
wiflxed that the climate might prove as 
fatal to the former as the latter, for de- 
bauching a married, or a fingle woman, 

is one of the greateft crimes it is poffible 

to 
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ta codimit; tHoughthe degree of guilt is 
certainly very difproportionate. In the 
firft cafe the blame ought chiefly, if not 
wholly, to lie on the woman, for it is in 
itoery woman's power to difcourage the 
purfuit of the moft abandoned libertine *. 
A girl who fuffers herfelf to be feduced 
by a tnan whom fhe knows to be married, 
is equally blameable, for fhe could not 
be deceived with falfe promifes. 

iPrevioiis to the account of my tour 
iround this ifland it may be not improper 
to particularize every thing worthy of 
notice in the neighbourhood of Dublin, or 
relative to that city, confidered as the ca- 
pital J together with fome general obferv- 
latiohs. 

♦ Oh this fubjciJl 1 refer the ladies to the French 
LitUn 6f NirioH dk FEnchs j or to the Englilh 
tranflation by Mrs. Griffith ; to the perufal of 
which it would not be amifs for them to add that 
bf a fmaU duodecimo entitled, the^ Di£Honary of 
Love. 

£ 2 Ireland 



/ 



5« A r O U It t M 

Iretan^ i« divided into four provhi^etjl 
Ulfter, Leinfter, Mimfter, and Connaughtf 
thefe arc fubdivided into thirty-two coun- 
ties, the names of which are expreffed iii 
the map prefixed to this book. Thd 
whole is faid to contain four hundred and 
twenty-four thoufand houfes, as they were 
numbered in ijt'j. Inftead of our land*- 
tax, two Ihillings is paid annually for 
every hearth, or fire-place. By allowing 
a medium of eight ' inhabitants to each 
houfe, the total number may be nearly af^ 
certained. 

Eleven Iri£h miles are e^a^Iy equal ta 
fourteen Engliih. An Englifh fhilling 
is thirteen Irifli pence, thus a guifaea t^ 
I L 2 s. 9d. Irifh at par. 

< 
I faw an exhibition of pictures in Dub»- 

lin, by Irifli artifts; excepting thofe (chief- 
ly landfcapes) by Mr. iRLoberts and Mr. 
Afliford, almoft all the reft were deteft- 
able. 

The 
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. The Dublin Society for improving agri- 
culture, &c. was incorporated in 1750* 
I was told that five tfaoufand pounds per 
annum is granted by government for its 
fupport. There is no lilw-ary belonging 
to it. Among feveral models which are 
j>referved in the fociety's houfe, is one of 
the brijige of SchafFhaufen^ in Switzerland* 

A penny- poft^office has lately been -cf- 
tablifhed for the conveyance of letters ia 
and about Dublin; and twenty flage- 
coaches for the conveyance of paffengera 
Xo various parts of the kingdom. But as 
yet there are no ftages for horfes, excepting 
on the road from Dublin to Belfaft, which 
is about eighty miles ; fo that the only 
tnethod of travelling with convenience is 
to hire a carriage and horfes by the week 
or month ; I paid four guineas per wee]^ 
for a poft-chaife and pair, with which I 
made the tour of the ifland, the driver 

maintaining himielf and the bories ; thus 

E 3 we 
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we could feldom go above twenty-fiv^ 
miles per da^. 

The roads are almoft univerfally as goo4 
as thofe aboijt London, the inns arc fiir- 
niflied with every acconirnodation that a 
traveller, who is not over-nice, can wifli 
for, and the landlords not being as yet 
fpoilt by too numerous guefts, have not 
that furly fulkifhnefs, which marks the 
generality of thofe of England ; the moft 
perfed fecurity attends travelling in Ire- 
land, which may be partly owing to the 
fcarcity of travellers; and excepting in 
and about Dublin I never heard of any 

Jiighway-men dr foot-pads, 

^ - . • * 

The foldiers and the butchers in Dublin 
^re always at enmity, and from time tp 
time inhumanly hough, or hamftring each 
pther. Many of thefe barbarians have 
been executed, which neverthelefs has n6| 
yet put a flop to that favage pra^ice. 
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Before I began my tour I made the fol- 
lowing excuriions. After riding fix miles 
from Dublin I came to a road leading 
through a chafm cut through a rock» 
which confifts of heaps of enormous ftones, 
much refembling thofe of the rock of 
Cintra^ near Liibon, and forming one of 
the moil ftriking natural objeds in the 
rfland* 

Seven miles further is the feat of lord 
Powerfcourt, (in the county of Wick- 
low) and in his lordfliip*s park is a very 
beautiful cafcade, which falls from a cir- 
cular amphitheatre of wooded hills of a 
xronfiderable height; it is pleafing and 
pifturefque, but not grand, nor in any 
wife comparable to thofe of Terni and Ti- 
voli in Italy, (Niagara out of the queftion) 
nor even to feveral which I faw in Scot- 
land. I was twice at Powerfcourt, and 
each time the breadth of the waterfall did 
not exceed a yard: after heavy rains thi? 
breadth is increafed, but for a fhort time; 

£4 the 
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the bKtoIsx Jind riviUiets, are ibmetlmes 
fuelled fo a& not to be ford^blei and two 
hours afterwards contain fcar^ely any wai- 
ter. The country about Pow^rfifovrti ef- 
pecially that fpot which is called the Glen 
©f the parties, i^ beautiful beyond ex- 
preQion, and may j^uftly vie with any part 
of Italy ; it is a deep and narrow valley 

of a mile in lengthy the hills on each iide 
are ornamented with trees, whofe various ' 
tint§ appear elegantly intermixed with 
rocks i and at the bottom runs a fmall fer-* 
pentine river, murmuring over innumer* 
able little breaks and falls; feveral walka 
are cut on the fides of thefe hills, with the 
agreeable conveniences of benches and 
iummer houfcs. Near this valley is an- 
other, which is called the Glen of thg 
l^ountains, the fcenery of which is un- 
commonly grand and romantic ; and inr 
deed this part of the county may be juftly 
. Ijermed the garden of Ireland. In the otbei: 
part is the ftriking contraft of a nearly 
Tquare traf^ of ground, each fide of which 

is 
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U ao lefi than eight, aad coo&quentlf 
contains fixtyfour miles, confiding 
wholly of barren mountains and boga^^ 
and totaUy uninhabited. In the cdidft of 
theff afe the ruins of feven churches and 
a round tower, which fhall be defcribed 
hereafter. Four hundred acres are here 
let for a guinea annually. I belicTC fuch 
another defert, within thirteen iniles of 
the capital of a kingdom, is not to be 
found in the world *. 

From the Dargles I returned to Dublin 
by another road, and in my way vifited 

the Cromlech, near Bryanftown : this is 

« 

by fome fuppofed to have been an altar, 
by others a grave of the Druids ; it con- 
iifts of fix flones placed upright, and an-< 
other laid on the. top of, them ; this laft is 
fourteen feet long, twelve feet broad, and 
from two to five feet thick j by the fpeci- 
fic gravity of like folids, it is computed to 

* Sec the Survey ^f the County of Wicklow, 
publiihcd in 1760, by Jacob Neville, 

weigh 
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weigh upwards of twenty- fix tons. There 
are many of thefe cromlechs ftill Hand- 
ing in various parts of Ireland, in Wales, 
in England, and I have feen fomc of fmall- 
cr dimenfions in the northern part of 

In feveral parts of the Old Teftament, 
mention is made of heaped altars of ftone 
and pillars of covenant, to which I re* 
fer*j and alfo to Wright's Louthiana, 
publiflied in quarto, with feventy-two 
plates, in 1758;. 

In contemplating thefe venerable re* 
mains of remote antiquity, the attentive 
ipedator feels . alpnoft inftantaneoufly ^ 
pleafing train of fenfations, niore eafy to 
be imagined than defcribed, and as vari- 
ous as the different qbjeds by which they 
are excited. 

* Gen. ch, xxxi. Dcut. ch. xvii. Jofhua eh. 
iriii. Hofea ch< xii. 

The 



J 
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The moft ancient ruins I have yet feen are 
thofe of the three temples at Paeftum, or 
Pofidonia, in the kingdom of Naples ; they 
were erected long before the foundation of 
die Roman empire- Next to them, in point 
of antiquity, are probably the cromlechs, 
the Druidical circles, which are feen in 
various parts of Europe, and piles of huge 
ilones, fuch for inflance as Stone-henge. 
Then follow the remains of the buildings 
of the ancient Romans, fuch as the am-- 
phitheatres at Rome, Verona, Pola in 
Iftria, Nimes, the Pont-du-gard. near that 
city, and the aquedudl of Segovia. After 
thefe, the modernrantiquities, or thofe of the 
middle ages, are particularly remarkable, 
fuch as the round towers and erodes in Ire- 
land, the numberlefs Gothic cathedrals in 
lElurope, and the Moorifh buildings in Gra« 
pada and Cordova ; all th^fe excite ideas 
which cannot but poffefs the mind of the 
f IjiQical reader as well as fpe^ator. 

DiflFcreQt 
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Different thoughts arife from the view 
of more mod^ra edifices, fuch as the pa?- 
kce of Charles V. at Valladolid, where 
once that emperor held his qourt; and of 
which little remains at prefent befides the 
bare walls and fiair-cafes^ Nor do the 
ruined ca(lles and houfes of the fifteenth 
. and fixteenth centuries lefs engage our at- 
tention, many of them have now no oth^ 
merit than that of reminding us of the 
fpeedy decay -of whatever is greats good» 
and beautiful, and by havipg fiouriflitd 
In times fo immediately preceding otir 
own, ftrike us the more forcibly, as the 
ciiad can mil y be engaged with the con- 
templation of the numbers of once happy 
inhabitants of thefe manfipss, who an^ 
Aow mouldered into duft* 



' Other kinds of pleafure arife frdm the 
view of particular ftatues, diftinft from 
the admiration which is raifed in us by the 
perfeftion of the fculpture : I cannot ex- 
rpreis what I felt on feeing at jRome the 

identical 
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Identical ilatiie of Pompey, at the. feet of 
Tiiich Juliiis Csefar fell when he was flaia 
ia the fieiiate-boufe. 

To enumerate examples of this kind 
would be almoft endlefs^ for Rome alone 
contains more objefts of curiofity, in point 
of antiquities and the fine arts, than all 
the reft of Europe befides. When I fifft 
arrived at that city, I was fo ftruck with 
the diftrading variety of thefe ohjcGts, 
(which I then admired to an enthuiiaitic 
degree) that V fpent the fucceeding fix days 
in a ftate: of abfolute incapacity for feleo« 
tiony and in endeavouring to compofe my- 
felffufficiently to determine where I ihoukl 
begin my ^icamination. There lire in 
&at capital, according to computationt 
upwards of fifteen thoufand antique marble 
flatues, each as large as^ the life ; befides 
a multiplicity and variety of other curious 
obje^ls. 

After 
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After I left Rome I never felt a litd^ 
degree of curiofity j on the contrary, thcf 
gratification was there fo cbmpletet that 
I hate not fince formed any extravagant 
ideas with regard to the objeds I fioped to 
fee, and confequently have been littl« 
liable to difappointments. However, there 
is fom-e fatrsfa^tion to be convmced that 
there is nothing worthy of our curiofity, 
even where the expedation has beenr 
raifed* 



Intelle&ual pleafures of a fei different 
kind arife from a view of objeds, whether 
they have been defcrtbed by Celebrated 
writers, ^ or , have been the fcenes of fa- 
mous exploits. Italy abounds with fucH; ' 
for inilance, the road from Rome to Na^ 

pies, over the Jippian way^ which ilill 
partly exifts in the ftate defcribed by Ho- 
race ; the Capitol in Rome ; the ifland of 
Caprea, thefceneofthe diffolute pleafures 
of Tiberius f the theatre of Herculaneum 
(at prefent buried under ruins)} the tomb 

of 
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of Virgil, and a number of others which 
are equally interefting. 

Neither do the works of eminent artifts 
afford us lefs pleafure, fuch as the groupe 
of Perfeus and Andromeda in Florence^ 
and the crucifix in the Efcorial, both by 
jthe extraordinary Benvenuto Cellini : and 
lafUy, the reading of books of defcriptioa 
on the very fpot defcribed. This plea- 
fure I. enjoyed by reading on the lake of 
Geneva^ RdufTeau's/ pathetic account of 
.his hero*s fituation with bis Julia on that 
Jake J and repeating tender fonnets of Pe- 
trarch to Laura, at the very fotmtaiil of 
Vauclufe, where he wrote them. But to 
return from this digreffioa. 

» 

I proceeded to Stillorgan park, where 
there is a fquare obeliflr of ftone, upwards 
•of a hundred feet in height, placed on a 
ruftic bafe, to each fide of which is a double 
flair cafe leading to a platform which en- 
compaffes the obelifk, and from whence 

is 
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is a view of the bay of Dublin, and tia 
Irifh channel : from hence the Mtl of 
Howth, on the oppofite fhore, appears 
ex^ly like the Rock of Gibraltar. Thit 
park is only three miles from Dubiin* . 

I ■ . - 

The Phoenix park is at the vn&etn ex* 
tremity of DuUin^ in the midft of it is a 
phaenix burning lA her neft, on a Corin*- 
thiaa fluted ilone column, which was plac^ 
f d there by the late lord Cheiler field whilfi: 
he was iQrd lieutenant. Through this 
jgark I proceeded to Leioclip, whieh is feiren 
iail» from Dublin; and afibrds a plea*- 
lant ride along the river^ which there 
forms a fmall cafcade) known by the name 
of the Salmon-leap* As I af^wards faw 
a much more remarkable one9 I fhall de- 
fer explaining^ what it is till I defcribe Bal- 
ly Shannon. Three miles from Lebdip 
is Car-town, the feat of the duke of LeisH- 
fter : the houfe is not remarkabley but the 
gardens are elegantly laid out in the mo« 

dern tafte. Two miles further is Cafile- 

town. 



IRELAND. 6s 

to#n, the feat of Thomas C000U7, Efq* 
the houfe k built of white fione, and is 
of three (lories, each containing a range 
of thirteen windows; a colonade fup- 
ported by nine columns on each (ide joins 
the houfe to the two wings, which are 
each of two ftories in height, and feven 
windows m breadths The grand ftair-cafe 
is magnificent, and is ornamented with 
brafs baluftrades* This is^ I believe, the on« 
ly houfe in Ireland to which the term pa- 
lace may be appliedi The park is beau^* 
ttfui. 

Two miles from t)ublin is the feat of 
the earl of Oharlemont ; in the park his 
tordfliip has lately built an elegant cafina^ 
of which it is fufficient to fay that MefTrs. 
Adam were the architeds, and that a very 
fine print is engraven of it, by Mr. Rook- 
ttp from a drawing by Thomas Ivory. 
The building is a fquare of fixty feet to 
each fide^ and from «the top is a view of 
Dublin, the bay; the fea, &c, the gardens 

F (termed 
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{xttmtA improvements in Ireland^ and ^-^ 
licies in Scotland) are not extepfive^ but 
are ornamentsd with tafte. A few miln 
beyond this is St. Doologh's well» which 
is an ancient hexagon ftohe covering 
placed over a fpring of very fine water. 

Ten or twelve years ago, in digging in 
a flate quarry which is within 4 few mika 
of Dublin^ a great quantity of flate was 
found incrufted with a white marcafite, 
which is now well known by the name 
of Irijh diamond. None of this kind has 
ever been found elfewhere. 



At Clundalkin, which is four miles 
from Dublin, is one <of thofe round 
towers, which are only to be found in 
Ireland. 

A defcription of this will with little Va- 
riation ferve for all the others. 



It 
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It 18 eighty-four feet in height *, and 
built of ftones each about a foot fquare» 
forming a circle of fifteen feet in diameter, 
the walls are upwards of three feet thick, 
and at about fifteen feet above the ground 
is a door, without any fteps to afcend to 
it ; the bafe is folid ; towards the top 
are four fmall oblong holes which admit 
the light, and it is terminated by a conic 
.covering ; there are no (leps remaining in 
the infide, fo that probably if there have 
ever been any they were of wood, or fome 

ft 

fuch perifliable material. 

Thefe towers are fuppofed to have been 
ere&ed by the Danes, but it is remarkable 
that none of thefe edifices exift in Den- 
mark : Giraldus Cambrenfis^ who was in 
Ireland in the twelfth century mentions 
thefe towers as having been built long 
before his time. 

* In Boatc's Natural rfiftory of Ireland are 
plates of this tower and tbofe of Kildare and 
Swords. 

F 2 Some 
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Some imagme them to ha;v'e been watch^ 
towersy others bellfrie69 prifons for penif 
tents, or pillars for the refidence of an- 
chorites* Mr. O'Halloran, taking this 
latter opinion for granted, fays, ^< Sinoe 
** thefe ancient monuments, from dietr 
" folidity at this day, appear to have been 
^* buik with fuch art and firmnefs as ai- 
*« moft to defy the ravages of time, and 
** that they were the retreats of wretched 
"hermits and pious reclufes only, what 
" muft not be the care of the people in 
*• ereding churches, colleges, and other 
*• public works of greater confequence ?*' 
He might have added ball-rooms, play- 
houfes, manages, tennis-courts, &cc. widi 
equal propriety; however, as unfortunate-. 
ly none of either thofe or thefe antient edt* 
fices exifl, we fliall fufpend our judgment. 
Should a modern ^ wretched hermit or 
*• pious reclufe'* be at a lofs for a proper 
place of refidence in this ftyle, I recom- 
mend the Eddiftone light-houfe, on the 
Devonfhire coaft to him, 

TJjefc 
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Thefe towers are always fituated very 
near a church ; I have feen fifteen of them^ 
namely in Dublin, Dundalkin^ Swords» 
Mone&erboice^ Antrim, Devnifli, two near 
Ferbane, Kelk> Kildar e, Kilkenny) C^fhel, 
at Glandilough near Wicklow, Old Kill- 
cuUen^ and Gaftle Dermot ; befides which 
there are eleven more ; namely, at Sligo^ 
two ; Drumboe, Down -Patrick *, Qoyne, 
Weft-Carbery f, Ardmore, Rattoo :j;, one 
in the^ ifland of Scattery, another on the 
Cailtre ifland, both in the river Shannon §» 
and one in Ram's Ifland, on the Lougk 
Neagh. — It is likely that there may be 
fcveral more which have not come to 
my knowledge. 

In the church-yard, near this tower, is 
a plain crofs, of a kind of white granite, 
^npolifhed ; it is of a Angle ftohe, and 

* Hiftory of the County of Down. 

t C. Smith's Hiftory of Cork^ vol. ii. 

X Smithes Hiftory of Kerry. 

§ O'Hailoran's Hiftory. ' > 

F 3 nine 
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« 

nine feet in height ; as alfo the top of an« 
other crofs ftuck in th6 ground.— There 
are many of thefe crofTes in the church- 
yards in Ireland ; I faw ten oth€r85 which, 
iliall be d^fcribed hereafter* 

On the ninth of July T fet out from 
Dublin ; but before I proceed in my nar- 
rative, the reader will pleafe to obferve, 
that as the diftances frota place to place 
are marked in the Itinerary at the end oF 
this book, it is needlefs to infert them in 
the body of the work > and that towns 
which contain nothing in regard to paint- 
ing, fculpturc, architedlure, or mufic| can 
claim little to be particularized, efpecially as 
it U not my intention to expatiate on th? 
natural hijlory of the corporations of, nor 
on the traffic fuppofed to be carried on io^ 
thofe towns ; the greater part of which 
l^re properly petty villages. 

Iji my way to Drogheda, I ftopt at 
Sword §^ where I faw a round tower, which 
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is feventy-threc feet in height* Droghc- 
<la is fituated on the river Boyne, about 
a mile from the iea^ and confifts of two 
chief ftreet8^ which interfeft each other 
at right-angleSt in which it refembles 
Chichefter in Suffex. The Tholfcl, or 
town houfe^ is a handfome ftone-build* 
ing« About two miles from the town is 
a fquare ftone obelifk, of twenty feet to 
each fide) at the bafe, and which I guefs 
to be about 1 50 feet high ; it is ereded 
on a rock on the edge of the river Boyhe *. 
The propereft way. to give an account 
of it is by iniisrting the infcriptions, which 
are cut in capitals, on the four fides of the 

bafe, which I fhall the more readily do, as 
they have never been publifhed, and are 
not incurious. 



* In the frontispiece of the Loutbiana is a bad 
engraving of this obeliik. 



F 4 Sacred 
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Sncni to the gtorioiu mtmotj 

. of 
King William the Third, 

V9ho on the Arft of Jaly 16901 ^ptiTed the rWer nest tktt place to «ttae1( 
James the Second^ jtt Uie ht^dof a poplih army advantagieoufly pefted 00 
the fouth fide of it^ and did on that day, by a ruccefsful battle^ fecure to oi 
^ and to our pofte^ty^ oi}r liberty, law.i, and religioA. 

In confequence of this adion, James the Second 

left this kingdom and fled to France. 

Thts-'memoria! of our deliverance was created 

ki.the modi ydd: •£ the reign of kmg Geoi^ the Second, 

ihr firft ftone being laid by Lionel Sackville, duke of Dorfet^ 

]lior4*licutenant of the kingdoin of Irelsind 

1736. 

This monuiiient was eredcd 
by the gratefu) contribution 

of feveral pVoteftants 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 



Beinhard duke of Schomberg 

in paffing this river 

died bravdy fighting 

in defence of liberty, 

iL- ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Flrft of July, 

M p C X C^ 

Underneath the chief infcriptioa are 
four lines in Latin, t9 inform thofe who 

do 
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da not utiderftand Engliih ibat the duke 
of Dorfet laid the firft ftone. 

It is certainly the grandeft modera obe-- 
lift: (I know of) in Europe. It may not be 
improper to mention here that '^ the glo- 
*^ rious memory of king William the 
^^ Third'' is a (landing toaft at almQft 
qvery protedant Irifli table. 

I then proceeded to Dunleer ; the coun^ 
try produces potatoes, whe^t, flax, and 
catSi the inclofvM-es are moftly of loofe 
0:ones piled on each other ; oyer the door 
or chimney (the fame opening ferving far 
both) 'of many of the cabbins, I obferved 
d board with the words good dry lodgings ;. 
However, as I was fure that hogs could 
not read/ I avoided miidaking them for 
(Eyes . The brafs coins of the Ifle of Maa 
;tre current all along this coaft* The beg- 
gars here are not exorbitant in their de- 
mands, mod of them offering ^ bad haif«« 
penny, which they^ call a rap, and folieif- 

l&g for a good one ia exchange. I oik 

ierved 
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ferved about a dozen barelegged boys fitt^ 
ing by the fide of the road fcrawling oa 
fcraps of paper placed oa their knees ; 
thefe lads it feems found the fthoke in 
their fchobl or cabbin infufFerable. It 
might perhaps be better that the loweft 
dafs of people throughout Europe were 
neither taught to read nor write, excepting 
thofe few who difcover evident marks of 
genius; thofe acquifitions only creating 
new wants, and exciting new defires, 
which they will feldom be able to gratify, 
and confequently rendering them left 
Jiappy than otherwife they might be. 

The bridles, ftirrupSi and cruppers 
which compofe the horfe-furniture of the 
peafants are only wifps of iiraw ; however 
I procured a horfe with extraordinary ac--^ 
coutrements, as they were of leather^ and 
rode ^o Monefterboice (about three miles 
from Dunleer), to fee the round tower; it 
is an hundred and ten feet in height, but 
one of the fides a^ the top i^ brojcen; it 

gra- 
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gradually diminifhes from a bafe of eigh«* 
teen feet id diameter. Near it are three 
crofles; the largeft^ about eighteen feet 
high, is compofed of two ftones ; and 
is faid to have been fent from Rome. .It 
is covered with baflb relievos, but through 
age the figures are rendered very imper- 
fe&i they reprefent Chrift, St. Patridcy 
St. Boyn^ Adam, Eve, angels, cats, fcaleSf 
&c.^ There are two other crofles in 
this chui:ch-y;u:d» on one of which is a 
baflb relievo of a human figure fittings 
and a dog on its hind legs on each fide. 
The other crofs appears to have been bro* 
keui as it is not above fix feet high. 

Being obliged to fee^ flielter during a 
violent flxower of rain,. I retreated into a 
cabbin, where the cocks and hens fami- 
liarly perched on my knees to be fed; 

they were fo tame that I fuppofe they 
would have roofted in the fame pofition, 

* In the Loutbianm are three plates of this crofs, 
ynd twp with the elevation and plan of the tower. 

and 
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and I afterwards fotind the dudes, gdsfei^ 
and other poukry equally familiar throu^h^ 
out the whole country. 

After riding for a while along the fca 
fliorc I arrived at Dundalk> where I vifit-* 
ed lord Clanbraflil's gardens, and then 
proceeded to Newry ; I found nothing to , 
obferve there hut two fliabby bridges. 

In the Survey of the County of Down, 
publiflied ra 1740, I find the following 
paffage. ** As this whole county is re- 
*' markable for its ftumber of hills, being 
•* compared to ixmden bwols inverted^ or 
%^ eggs Jet in fait ^ it from thence took the 
•* name of Down, which fignifies a hilly 
'« fitqation.'^ 

« 

In the fecond volume of the Letters be- 
tween Henry and Frances, Henry feys, 
«^ There is not above two hundred yards 
«• of level, ground in this whole county; 

«* for it is compoicd of an infinite flumber 

^^of 
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<^ of greea hilU, Ijmg fo clofe iu[^ each 
*^ other> that it refembles a coMin-pye in a 
«< bowUdijb^^ And thus imich fbr ^jfxAt%^ ^ 

The next day I rode ten miles a}ong 
die canal (which is continued to the 
Lough Neagfa), paffing by eight flukes. 
I fpent the night at Armagh) where, in 
the market-place, I faw a crofs of two 
ilones, with old baffo-relievos, reprefent- 
ing Chrifl: on the crofs between the two 
thievesj and fome ingenious fret-work. 
This ti^wn, though an archbiihoprick, and 
the metropolitan fee of all Ireland, con* 
taipsT ooiy a uogle church. I then went 
through Lurgan to Hillflborough 5 the 
nobleman who takes his title from this 
town, has lately built here a neat and ele* 
gant church at his own expence, with a 

fpire, an organ, and painted windows. 

Paffing by Lifburne, I arrived at Bel- 
faft, where there is a bridge . of twenty- 
one 
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one arches^ the town is regularly built *f 
and the ftreets are broad and jfbrait f. Lord 
^Dungannon has a feat here. A few books 
have been printed in Belfaft, by one James 
Magee, in a much neater manner than in 
any other part of Ireland, both as to the 
beauty of the types, and the finenefs of 
the paper %. 

I next 

/*^ It is confidered as one of the great towns in 
Ireland^ the others being Cork, Limerick, and 
Waterford. 

t Donaghadee is fix teen miles from Belfafty 
and the channel which parti it from Port- Patrick 
in Scotland is but eighteen broad $ from Dublin to 
Donaghadee is ninety-feven miles Irifh ; eighteen 
by fea, a hundred and eleven Engliih miles 
through Scotland toLongtowa in Cumberland, and 
three hundred and twelve from thence to London. 

X Thefe are, the Mifcellanies in Profe, by J. 
and A. L. Aikin (now Mrs. Barbauld) ; Poetical 
Efiays, by W. H, Roberts ; a Poem on the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, tmnflated from the Latin, by 
Mr. Jennyns ; and Poems by Dr. Goldfmith. The 
author of the Letters between Henry and Frances 
pointed out a pafiage to me, in the 36Sth letter, 
in which, it is faid, that this printer ^* was a 
*< taylor, wlio, by mere dint of genius, made 
^ the typesp the ink, the paper, and the prefs. 

«*He 
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I next went to Antrim, fituated within 
half a mile of the Lough Neagh. Thig 
Lake» which is the largeft in Europe ex« 
cepting two in Mufcovy, and the Lake 
Leman near Geneva^ is about twenty 
miles long and twelve broad, the country 
which encompaiTes it is fo level that the 
fartheft oppofite fhore cannot be difcovered 
from one end^ and it appears like an 
ocean ; in ftormy weather its waves break 
fuddenly^ by reafon of their being frefli 
water, and are much more dangerous than 
thofe of the fca. There is an ifland in it, 
called Ramj on which is a round Jower. 

In 1751 a book of two hundred quar- 
to pages was publiflied in Dublin, in- 
titled exaaiy, « Leftures defigned, to be a 
" foundation, for reafoning pertinently up- * 
on the petrifaaions, gems, chryftals, 
and fanative quality of Lough Neagh, 
by Richard Barton, B, D. author of the 

** He has retired upon an eafy fortune, and has re- 
" figqcd the bufincfs to his fons/' 

*^ Analogy 



cc 
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« Analogy o£ «Diviae Wifdom, ia thtf 
<< Materifili Senfitivet Moral, Ciiril, and 
*^ Spiritual Syftem of Things^ &c. &c/^ 

This man iafcribes his book *^ to tKb 
^^ learned univerfities of Great Britain and 
<' Ireland, and to ithe learned and inqui-* 
•* fitive members of the Royal Society.'* 
He th^n iays that his work is ^* the effed 
^^ of much bodily and mental labour, as 
** well as pecuniary expence.^^ He goes 
on, ** Whatever weight the objeftions to 
*^ £ubfcribing to bo'c^s may have in regard 
^* to authors, the mechanical arts of print- 
•* ing, graving, &c. fhould be encouraged} 
♦^ fo that the printing even of a ienfelefs 
♦* book, is rather a benefit than an injury 
•• to the public.** After three pages upon 
• this fubje£t, which may fcrve for an apo- 
logfr for his publication, he introduces in 
a note, *• There is great occafion to fpeak 

" here of avarice, but that rather belongs 
*• to preaching." And in another this 

fmgular remark, *' I hear that a book 

" giving 
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** giving an account of lord Aiifon's voy- 
" age was fold to the riuniber of two 
" thoufand, in which there is not one 
" word of religion, not the name of God 
*^ or Divine Providence, yet abounding 
" with deliverances alraoft miraculous." 

Aft^r this he difplays his Ikill in aftro- 
nomy, by faying, " The fun need not be 
"jealous of the ftars, till they increafe 
'* in luftre, and come nearer to an equa- , 
*^lity of vifible magnitude and fplendor; 
** and our generous neighbours cannot 
** but with pleafure fee us, even attempt 
" to imitate their beft works i" — •* Curates 
** are deferving a place in all arithmetic 
•* concerning religion and literature in this 
** ifland ; fince their labours contribute 
" greatly to the fupport of both, in the 
" charader of fchoolmafters and. authors, 
•' as well as curates." 

Thefe quotations from the work of this 
eminent reverend author may fuflSce. 

G On 
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On the road between Antrim and Bal- 
limony I faw a round -tower at fome dit- 
tance^ In thefe parts- 1 found many cop- 
per coins current, which were ftruck by 
tradefmen ; on one of them was infcribcd, 
" I promife to pay the bearer two-pence 
** on demand, John Mac Cully, 1761 ;" 
and on the reverfe the reprefentation of a 
beer calk^ with the words, *' Brewer, 2 P*'* 

In the Account oflrifh Coins, p. 75, 
is this paffage : *' The want of fmall 
** change (in ijzy) was fo great, that fe- 
*' veral perfons were obliged to make cop- 
** per and {ilver tokens, called Traders, 
" which they paflTed as promiflbry notes 
•* among their workmen, cuftomers, and 
*' neighbours^ and each has the name of 
•* the perfon who iffued them, with the 

« 

** place of his abode. Some of thefe were 
'' Ilruck at Armagh, Belfaft, Dromore, 
•* Lurgan, Portadown, and Dublin." 



In 
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In the family of the landlord at Balljr^ 
toony I found five generations living. 

From the village called Bulh-Mills, I 
ivalfced to the Giants- Caufe way, which is 
diftant about two miles, and fltuated at 
the northern extremity of Ireland. It 
confifts of about thirty thoufand pillars^ 
moftly in a perpendicular fituation ; at 
low water the caufeway is about fix hun^ 
dredfeet long, and probably runs far into 
the fea. It is not known whether the 
pillars are continued under ground, like a 
quarry : they are of different dimenfions, 
being from fifteen to twenty-fix inches iti 
diameter, and from fifteen to thirty-fix 
feet in height ; their figure is chiefly pen*- 
tagonal or hexagonal. Several have been 
found with feven, and a few with three, 
four, and eight fides, of irregular fizes ; 
every pillar confifls as it were of joints 
or pieces, which are not united by flat 
furfaces ; for on being forced off, one of 
them is concave in the middle, and the 

G 2 other 
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other convex ; many of thefc joints He 
loofe upon the ftrand. The ftone is of a 
kind of bafaltes, of a clofe grit, and of a 
dirfky hue ; it is very heavy, each joint 
generally weighing tvtro hundred and a 
half. It clinks like iron, melts in a fc^ge, 
breaks fharp, and by reafbn of its extreme 
hardnefs blunts the edges of tools, and 
is thus incapable of being ufed for build- 
ing. The pillars fland very clo£s to each 
other, and though the number of their 
fides diners, yet their contextures are fo 
nicely adapted^ as to leave no vacuity be- 
tween them, and every pillar ]:etains its 
own thicknefs, angles and fides, from top 
to bottom. Thefe kinds of columns are 
continued, with interruptions, for near 
two mile^ along the fhore. That parcel 
of them which is moil confpicuous, and 
neareft the Caufeway, the country peo- 
ple call the looms or organs. Thefe pil- 
lars are juft fifty in number, the talleft 
about forty feet in height, and confiding 
of forty-four joints; the others gradually 

decreafe 
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decreafe in length on both fides of it^ like 
organ^pipes. 

For further particulars I refer the in- 
quifitive reader to Beaters Natural Hi/- 
tory of Ireland^ to J. Bufh^s Hihernia Cu^ 
riofa^ and to fcveral numbers in the Phi^ 
hfophical TranfaSlionsi but efpecially to 
two large and beautiful prints^, which 
were publiflied in 1 744, engraven by Vi- 
vares from accurate paintings of Su£ 
Drury. 

Specimens of the ftones from the Caufe- 
way may be feen in the Britifh Mufeum, 

Many other afTemblages of the like 
bafakic columns exifl: in Europe. The 
principal are in the iiland of Staffa> now 
well known by Mr. Banks's defcription, 
which, illuftrated with fix plates, is in- 
ferted in Mr. Pennant's Account of the 
Hebrides ; and in this gentleman's Account 

G I of 
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of Scotland he mentions others at Duii^ 
bar. Others (though not exadly of tho 
fame kind) are defcribed in the Italian 
work of TAbatc Alberto Fortis, intitled 
Viaggio in Dalmazia^ publiflied at Venice 
in 17741 with copper-plates; and Ififtly, 
others which exift in various parts of 
Italy, in the latter volume? of the Phihr^ 
Jophical "Tran/aSiions^ 

I proceeded to Coleraine, which is n, 
neat little town on the river Bann, over 
which is a bridge, and near it a fmall 
carn^ or artificial mount, like thofe on 
Saliflbury plain, and in other pjtrts of 
England, and arc there termed harro'ivs* 

/ 

The mounts in Ireland are very nM^ 
merouSf and were raifed by the Danea^ 
from the eighth to the twelfth centuries. 
They are in the ihape of a cone, gra- 
dually lefTening from a large bafe» and 
terminated by a flat furface ; their di^ 
roepfipijs »re various j fome are not above 

twenty 
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twenty feet high, and the largeft are a- 

bout a hundred and fifty feet perpendicu- 
lar, and of a proportionable circumfer- 
ence. Some are of earth, and fome of 
fmall ftones covered with earth. Many 
of them have been found to contain bones, 
trumpets, urns, &c. fo that they were 
probably fepulchres. Mr. Boate, fays 
(p. 204) that in a cell under one of them 
"the bones of two dead bodies' entire ^ 
" were found upon the floor, in all like- 
" lihood the reliques of a hulband and 
" his wife, whofe conjugal afFedion had 
** joined .them in their grave as in their 
** bed/' He thus continues. ** Befides 
" thefe tumulh or funeral piles, there is 
** another fort of ancient work remain- 
** ing in Ireland, called Danifh forts, or 
*' raths. They are eafily diftinguifhed 
** from the cams, by being encompafled 

*' with ditches or intrenchments, and are 

« 

" for the moft part natural hills fortified. 
** Some of thefe are fmall, others contain 
[' from 'fifteen to twenty acres of ground. 

G 4 Some. 
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•* Some have but one wide ditch at the 
'* bottom, others two or three, divided by 
^* intrenchments ; fome are hollowed at 
." the top, others are contrived with a 
•* high towering amount, that rifes in the 
'^ centre much above the fort, command- 
*^ ing all the works below. Many of the 
^* larger have caves within them, that run 
*' in narrow, flrait, long galleries, five 
^* feet high, and as many broad. The 
^* fmaller forts are fo numerous in th? 
** county of Down, that for many miles 
^* they (land m fight jand call of one ?iij- 
'^ other." 

In the Louthiana are twenty plates of 
thefe mounts and forts, with concife de-!- 
fcriptions j and iij the hiflories of Cork, 
Waterfordj Kerry y and Dowrij are feveral 
plates and defcriptions relative to the fam^ 
fubjeds, to which I refer. 

I then continued my journey to 
Londonderry, ferrying over the river 

Foyle 
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Foyle immediately before I entered into 
that town, or city, as it is here termed ; 
it confifts chiefly of two ftreets, which 
crofs each other, and an Exchange, called 
Royals is built in the centre. I walked 
round the town* walls in a quarter of an 

hour, but found nothing worthy of no- 

« 

tice, except that I faw in the bifhop's 
houfe eight large drawings of the Giant's 
Causeway, and in another houfe a model 
of the bridge of SchafFhaufen, fimilar to 
that which I faw in Dublin. 

I then went to Raphoe, and traverfing 
bogs and mountains arrived at Donegal, 
where there is a tolerable bridge of fix 
arches, and a large ruined caftle. I ob- 
ferved that moft of the common people, 
efpecially the children, i& thefe parts, had 
jthe itch. 

St, Patrick's Purgatory is within a few 
miles of this place, in the midft of a fmall 

lake. 
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lake, called Derg. At prefent little of 
this holy place remains, except the name. 

The next day I arrived at Ballyflian- 
non, and was fo pleafed with its beauti- 
ful fituation, that I remained there four 
days. It is a fmall town, fituated near 
the fea,N7ith a bridge of fourteen arches, 
over a river, which a little lower falls 
down a ridge of rocks, about twelve feet, 
and at low water forms one of the moft 
pidurefque cafcades I ever faw. It is ren- 
dered ftill more fingular and interefting 
by being the principal Salmon^Ieap in Ire- 
land. 

In order to explain this term, it is ne- 
ceffary to relate a few particulars concern- 
ing falmon. Almoft all the rivers, lakes, 
and brooks, in this ifland, afford great 
plenty of thefe fifli ; fome during the 
whole year, and fome only during certain 
feafons ; they generally go down to the 

fea 
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ica about Auguft and September, and come 
up again in the fpring months. It is faid 
that the females work beds in the fandy 
ihallows of rivers, and there depofit their 
eggs, on which the male fheds its feed ; 
afterwards they both join in covering the 
eggs with fand. Thefe in time become 
vivified, and take theii' courfe to the fea, 
being then of about the fize of a finger. 
After fix weeks or two months ftay, they 
return up the fame rivers, the fait water 
having^ in that Ihort time caufed them to 
attain nearly to half their full growth. 
They are then caught in weirs, which are 
formed by damming up the river, except 
a fpace of three or four feet in the mid-* 
die, which the falmon having paffed, are 
caught in a fmall enclofiire, formed by 
{lakes of wood ; the entrance is wide, and 
gradually leflens, fo as barely to admit a 
fingle falmon at a time. Every morning 
during the fifhery they are taken out, by 
means of a flafF, with a fl:rong barbed 
iron hook, which is ftruck into them. 

But 
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But at Ballyflianiion, by far the greater 
number is caught in nets below the falK 
The time of the fiftiery is Umited ; and af- 
ter it is elapfedj the enclofure is removed^ 
the nets are laid afide^ and the fifh are at 
liberty to flock the rivers with fpawn. I 
was informed that thi« fifliery at Bally* 
ftiannon rents for M600 /. per annum, and 
yet the fiih is fold at no more than a 
penny per pound, and fix ihillings per 

ft 

hundred weight* 

Were thefe fifheries interrupted for a 
year or two, the fifh would confiderably 
increafe both in number and fize ; for by 
over-fifhing a fuificient number cannot 
efcape to flock the rivers. It is the fame 
with lands, which require a certain time to 
lie fallow, and to recover flrength. Af- 
ter the intermiffion of fifhing during the 
wars in 1641, falmon have been caught 
near Londonderry of fix feet long, and 
were then fold upon an average at fix- 
pence a piece* 

The 
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The falmon in coming from the fea, are 
neceflfarily obliged at Ballyfhannoh to leap 
up this cafcade ; and it is hardly credible, 
but to thofe who have been eye-witneffes, 
that thefe fifh ihould be able to dart 
themfelves near fourteen feet perpendicu- 
lar out of the water ; and allowing for 
the curvature, they leap at leaft twenty. 
I remained hours in obferving them j 
they do not always fucceed at the firft 
leap; fometimes they bound almoft to, 
the fummit, but the falling water daflies 
them down again ; at other times they 
dart head-foremoft, and fide-long upon 
a rock, rexxKiin Auaned for a few mo^ 
mentS) and then firuggle into the wa^ 
ter again ; when they are fo lucky as tf 
reach the top, they fwim out of fight in 
a moment. They do not bound from the 
&rface of the water, and it cannot be 
known from what depth they take their 
leap ; it is probably performed by a for- 
cible fpring with their tails bent j for the 
^ chief (Irength of moft fifh lies in the tail. 

They 
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They have often been ihot, or caughf 
with flrong barbed hooks fixed to a pole^ 
during their flight, as it may be termed^ 
and inftances have been known of women 
catching them in their aprofts. At high 
water the fall is hardly three feet, and 
then the fifh fwim up that eafy acclivity ' 
without leaping. Sometimes I have feeii 
at low water fifty or fixty of thefe leapt 
in an hour, and at other times only two 
or three. I placed myfelf on a rock on 
the brink of the cafcade, fo that I had 
the pleafure of feeing the furprifing ef- 
forts of thefe beautiful fifli clofe to me, 
and at the bottom of the fall porpoifes 
and feals tumbling and playing among 
rthe waves ; and fometimes a feal carries 
off a falmon under his fins. Whilft my 
attention was not engaged to the fiih, I 
took a fketch of the cafcade> as reprefent-* 
cd in the annexed plate. 

Eels are fo abundant below the fait, that 
at certain feafons, the fmall fry or grigs,.. 

. which 
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which are about the fize of a pin, are 
caught in fieves, baked all together, and 
thus eaten. 

Faffing then through the village of 
Belleek, I obferved a fucceffion of fmall 
cafcades continued for near t^o miles. 
Shortly after which I arrived at the feat 
of Sir James Caldwell, where I was very 
politely and hofpitably entertained during 
a week, and gladly embrace this oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging my gratitude to 
Sir James and to his amiable lady. The 
houfe, (called Caftle-Caldwell), is fitu- 
ated on the edge of the Lough Erne, 
which is one of the moil beautiful lakes 
in Europe. It is divided into two pretty 
equal parts, which are termed the upper 
and lower lake ; and juft where they 
unite the town of Innifkillen is built on a 
fmall ifland. The upper lake is twenty 
miles long, and nine in the broadeft part. 
In 1720 it was furveyed by William Star- 
rad. I never could obtain a fight of this 

furvey ; 
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furvey ; but was aflured that the number 
of iflandsy which are beautifully difperfed 
in the two lakes, exceeds four hundred. 
It is not eafy to determine whether that 
number be greater in fummer or in win- 
ter; during this latter feafon the water 
rifes eight ' or ten feet, and thus many 
^ low iflands are overflown, and new ones 
formed, by that element encompaffing 
rifing grounds. In fummer, when the 
waters decreafe, thefe head^lands are re^^ 
united to the ihores, or to other iflands, 
and others again appear. , Many of them 
are of a confiderable fi^e, well planted 
with trees, and inhabited. The greateft 
depth of the lake is about forty yards ; it 
has been twice frozen over within this 
centtiry, excepting a fmall rill in the mid« 
die of a yard or two broad, where the 
current of the ftream, which difcharges 
itfelf into the fea, was ftrongeft. The 
ihores rife in gradual flopes, and are 
bounded by mountains embelliflied w^ith 
trees ; the verdure exceeds any 1 ever 

faw. 
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few, aad cqnftitntes one of thue chief nar 
tiir»l be^ijties of Ireland. The ?ypt)ds a- 
bo.und .with g*w/e, efp/eci^Uj iv^Qdcpck* ;. 
on the furface of the lake, ^u^c^s, te^l^ 
and other water-fowl, fport in thoufailds, 
dod the WiSLter^ contain myris^is of filh. 
Thjefe are pf the foihwif^ kiwis : perch, 
falmoa, pike^ trout, glut-jeels, filver-eds^ 
))ream, ftedfla-water herriugs, roach, lam- 
prey, and jienkins or graveling, which is 
t^ jfpeqies ,af ifljaH trout/ Qf ji^ tjhefe, 
pCitdk .we infiaitely the woft numerou? ; 
for the fhpres of both the lakes, with aU 
their points, peninfulas, and iflands, whe- 
,4;hfer ftoay or muddy, fire guic^ with 
fthQfe 0i|i ; ifo that ft child yr\^^ ^ fwitph, 
;|i t^re;^d> ^nd a crooked {>i9j niay in jt 
,(hort tixixe (;atch more than it cfu c^rry 
..atway. JhPJ /p^wn ip Ma^cfh, an^ the 
iWstfer afterwards teems with the yo«ng 
jfry ia fuch ia maauer^ that they may l^e 
<:;aught in hats or paite. They ajre fit to 
itake in May, when they have attained a 
mpderate jfi^se ; in 0<aoher they retire 

H from 
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from the fliores into the deep, and from 

that time till the following feafon, not 
one can be found nor caught by all the 
art of man. 

To enjoy the diverfions of angling or 
fliooting, perhaps there is not a fpot in 
Europe which exceeds this lake. Several 

feats contribute to ornament the fhores ; 
among which Caftle-Hume is the moft 
confpicuous. On one of the iflands is the 
moft complete round- tower in Ireland (of 
which more hereafter). 

While ftraying along its folitary ihores 
I felt a kind of pleafing melancholy. I 
then compared the beauties of this, with 
thofe of other lakes which I had feen : 
fuch as the Loch Lomond in Scotland ; 
the Lake of Geneva, which receives much 
grandeur from the immenfe fnow-clad 
mountains that bound it on the Savoy 
fide, and much beauty from the vines on 
the oppofite fhore ; the lakes near Naples, 

which 



I 
V 



IRELAND. 99 

r 

which are all claffic fcenes ; and though I 

afterwards faw the celebrated Lake of 
Killarney, Lough-Erne did not fufFer by 
the comparifon, 

• - 

The cheapnefs of the neceflaries of life 
in thefe parts is remarkable ; falmon is 
fixed, as before mentioned, at fix fhillings 
per hundred weight j the other kinds of 
fifli may be had for the trouble of catch- 
ing them ; a couple of rabbits are fold for 
three-pence, a turkey or goofe for a (hil- 
ling, ducks and fowls two- pence or three* 
pence a-.piece j veal is at three -pence, or 
jhree-pence halfpenny, and beef about 
two-pence a pound. Potatoes, when I was 
there, were at a fingle OiiUing per barrel, 
of forty-eight ftone ; though it muft be 
confeffed that they never have beep fp 
plentiful, nor fo cheap, as during thjit 
feafon ; for upon an average the price is 
eight or ten fhillings per barrel. After 
the froft in 1 740 they were fold at thirty- 
two; and even in 1761, after a failure 
of the crop, at twenty- nine fhillings. 

H 2 Whifky 
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Whifky is fold at a fhiliing a quart. The* 

moil expeafive articks are tea^ Aigari. 
grocery wares (which are fold as ra Eng.- 
knd), and wines; port and claret, bear- 
ing the fame price, which is two fhillings*' 
per bottle *• 

Neither is hcufe-reat fefs moderate }. fa 
that provided a faftiily can forego the 
fweets of fociety, aiid be content to vege- 
tate in dull tranquility, there is fcarcely a. 
Ipol more fuitable for oeconomical retire- 
ment j but As it is difficult to dive'ft our- 
felves of mat love, which we naturally 
have for the plac6 of our birth, or where* 
our childhood lias been puffed, and ta 
abandon all former connexions, I am not 
apprehenfive that the foregoing remarks 
will caufe ft new coiofty to be pknted here. 
They are chiefly intended to point out to 
the native inhabitants their own happi- 
aefs, of which they ^&6 not feem to be 

* I iFound the Port wine Ijetter in Ireland than* 
any I had tailed in other countries. 

fufficient- 
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fufficiemly fenfible ; as moft of thofe whofe 
fortunes enable them to chufe their refi- 
denCe, unaccountably prefer refiding in 
£ngland, or any wiiere elfe, to living 
upon their own eftates, where they would 
be refpeded as petty princes ; whereas by 

fquandering away their fortunes among 

» 

ftrangers, they not only impoverifli theiir 
own country, but live unbeloyed, and die 
unlamented. 

O fortunntos nimium, f^^fi brnia norint I 



f 
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But to return : after ^veral fifhing and 
mufical parties on the lake, Sir James was 
£0 obliging as to lend me bis fiK-oared 
barge to convey me to Inni(killen, diftant 
by water abotit fifteen miles, while the 
carriage weat round by land. After row- 
ing feven hours 1 was landed in ttat town ; 
it is joined to the main-land by two 
bridges, one of fix, and the other of eight 
arches. The name implies the iijand of 
a fhilling, perhaps from the circular form 

H 3 of 
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of the land on which the towa is built. I 
remained here two or three days, on one 
of which I went in a boat to the ifland of 
Pevnifh, about tnree miles off, and there 
faw the moft perfed round-tower in Ire- 
land ; it is exadily circular, fixty-nine 
feet high to the conical covering at the 
top, which is fifteen feet more. It is 
forty-eight feet in circumference, and the 
walls are three feet five inches thick ; 
thus the infide is only nine feet two inches 
in diameter : befides the door, which is ele- 
vated nine feet above the ground, there 
&re feven fquare holes to admit the light. 
The whole tower is very neatly built with 
ftones of about a foot fquare, with fcarcely 
any cement or mortar, and the infide is 
alinofi: as fmooth ^s a gun-barrel. At the 
outfide bafe a circle of ftone projeds five 
inches. Near it are the venerable ruins 
of an abbey, which was built in 1449. 
The foil of this ifland is fo rich, that I 
was told the ground lets ?tt five pounds 
per Jicre. 

I was 
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I was Informed that in thefe parts of 
Ireland a particular cuftom prevails a- 
mong the common people, which, how- 
ever, it feems is not peculiar to them ; 
for in the Travels of Van Egmont and 
Heyman, I find the following minute ac- 
county which exadly defcribes the fame 
cuftom* 

"In the ifland of Texel, in North Hoi- 
** land, the women are very fond of court- 
** fhipst which among the youth of the 
*' peafantry is carried on in a manner like 
^eefting. This is an ancient cuftom of 
evening vifits and courtfhips among the 
young people in the iflands of Vlie and 
** Wieringen, but efpecially in the Texel. 
** It is indeed of an antiquity, the date of 
** which cannot be traced. The fpark 
*^ comes into the houfe at night, either 
** by the door, which is left upon the 
** latch » or half open, by one of the win- 
" dows, or through the ftable, and makes 
♦* bis way to the bed-chamber of his 

H 4 *• fweet- 
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^* fwectheart^ who h already in bed. Af- 
<* ter a compliment or two^ he tegfc leavd 
** thdt be may piill ofF his upper gari»eftt, 
« and coihe upon the bed to her. Thil 
♦* being of coUffe granted, he lifts iip thi 
^' quilt or l-ug, lays himfelf uhder it, and 
^* then queefis of chats with her till hft 
" thinks it titne to depart, which is inva«*» 
" riably done by the fame entrance he 
^^ came in at. This is a cufioni from 
** which the nitivefe will hot fbon depart ; 
<* the parents thitaking it equitable not t6 
**'deny their children a freedom they 
«* themfelv^s were indulged in. Their in- 
** nate tenacioiis parfimony alfo finds it* 
** account in this cufbom, irhrch tiifpenfcs 
^« with the iarticles of fire and candle in 
•• the long winter evenings and nights." 

And iq a book lately publiflved, entitled 
the reverend ^Andrew Burnaby^s Traveis 
in North America^ is this paffage. " A 
«« very extraordinary method of courtfliip 
M is.fometimcs pfa€|ifed amongft the lower 

«« people 
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<• people in MalTachufeti Bay, called Tar- 
•* ^ying. When a man is enamoured of a 
** young woman^ and wiflies to marry her, 
•* he propofes the nflFair to her parents, 
•* without whofe confent do marriage in 
^* this colony can tnke place. If they 
" have no objedion, they allow him to 
** tarry with her one night, in order to 
** make hi^ court to her. At the ufual 
♦• time the old couple retire to bed, lear- 
«* ing the young ones to fettle matters as 
** they can 5 who, after hiving fate up as 
«* long as they think proper, get into hed 
" together aMb/ but without pulling off 
•* their under garments, in order to pre- 
*' vent fcandal. If the parties agree, it 
«* is all very well j the banns are publiih- 
^' ed, and they are married without de^ 
*« lay ; if not, they part, and poffibly ne- 
**' ver fee each othpr again j unlefs, which 
<^ 4« an accident that jteldom happens, the 

"*' forfafcen fair otie proves pregnanft, and 

.> 

'** then the man is obliged to marry 4>cr, 
?^ under pain of excommunication." 

I am 
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I am pretty certain that the perfons 
who informed me of this cuftom prevail- 
ing in Ireland, had never feen nor heard 
of the two above citations, and poffibly 
the author of the latter might never have 
feen the former ; but their credibility refts 
entirely with the reader *. 

On another day I rode about feven 
miles from Innifkillen to fee two caverns, 
which do not merit any defcription, though 
I had heard wonderful accounts of them 
from the inhabitants in the neighbourhood. 
I have often, efpecially in Ireland, been 
led into much trouble, expence, and lofs 

♦ This reverend writer likewife relates, that a 
gentleman travelling upon the frontiers of Virgi- 
nia .was obliged to take up his quarters one even- 
ing at a niiferable plantation, and that the mafier 
of the houfe put the weary traveller in his own 
bed^ into which himfelf, his wife, and his daugh- 
ter, a young lady of fixteen years of age, crept 
alfo. I only mention this, in order to remark that 
I was aiTured the like cuftom is frequently pradifed 
in thefe parts> though4 never experienced it my- 
felf. 

of 
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of time, by the like exaggcrs^ted accounts, 
given by perfons who having never ex*- 
tended their travels five miles beyond the 
place where it happened that they were 
brought forth, fuppofcd that thofe nar-, 
row limits contained all that was great or 
beautiful in the creation. 

From thence I went to Swanlingbar, 
which is only a fmall village, with a ful- 
phureo-nitrous fpring, that changes the 
colour of filver, and taftes like the Har- 
rowgate water. This place is much re- 
forted to, for health or pleafure, during the 
&mmer months, though the accommo7 
dations are very indifferent. 

I afterwards proceeded through Killi- 
fiiandra to Granard, where I obferved, as 
it was a fine fun-fhiny day, numbers, efpe- 
cially of jhe fair-fex, fitting before their 
doors, with their heads in each ^thers 
Japs, parting with their troublefome at- 

tendant$> 
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tcndants, according to the Portugucfe 
fafhion *. 

Near the town is a large Rat A or mount, 
with four circular intrenchments, and 
from the top is a very extenfive profped^ 
variegated with innumerable little lakes. 

I then pafled through Edgeworth-town, 
Ballymahon, Athlone (where there is a 
bridge over the river. Shannon), and arrived 
at Terbane, from whence I made an ex- 
curfion of fix miles to fee another bridge 
over the Shannon ; it was ereded in 1759, 
and confifts of nineteen arches, thx)ugh 
the river runs through fixteen only ; it is 
about fifteen feet broad, upwards of four 
hundred long, and is neatly built of (lone. 

Three miles from this bridge are th<? 
ruins of feven churches, with two round- 

« 

'* See Swift*^ delicate Paftoral Dialogue bcT 
t.w<:en Dermoc and Sheelah. 

towers. 
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towers, the largtft of vrfaich is broken to- 
wards the top ; the door is twelve feet 
above d^ ground : the fmaller tower is to«- 
ierablf eatire. Here arc alfo two ftonc 
€rofie&> foxo^what like thofe at Monefbr- 
boice ; they are each of a J&TigleAane, in«- 
£irted in a iarge ^uare one, which ferves 
as a pedeAaL Otte of thefe is fretted in 
baffo-relievo ; on the ground iie the re-» 
Aaiais of two other craflTes. 

The «oble river Shannon, which is the 
moft confiderable that is to be found in any 
European iflaiid^ takes its fource from a 
ipring among the moufttaifis near Swan- 
lingbar ; it then falls into the Lough AU 
kn, which is a grand fheet of water, 
eight or nine miles in length, and four 
or five in breadth. It afterwards runs 
through Lou^ Ree^ a lake of abo«it fif- 
teen milcA long, and beautifuJiy divei^fi- 
fied wLbh upwards of fiicty iflaiids, and 
Aioirtly after itao a third Xd^A the Lough 
Derg> which is flill larger, and t^pen 

which 
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which about fifty iflands are fcatteredi 
the moft extenfive of thefe, called llan* 
more, contains above a hundred acresi, 
well cultivated and fertile j on another of 
thefe, called Holy Ifland, are the ruins of 
feven churches^ and a hijg^h round tower. 
The Shannon then runs on to Limerick, 
and from thence is navigable to the fea, 
which is diftant fixty-three miles. The 
whole courfc of the river is as follows ; 

From its fource Miie$ In this fpacc it*^ ^^^^ ^^ 
to Athlone ^ 66 falls gradually I 

over fmall caf- j 39 ^ 
cades • • J 

To Killaloe - 52 - - - 14 10 

To Limerick 10 No lefs tha^n 97 2 

> ■ I W I ■■!■ II 

So that in 128 miles, the fajl is 151 feet. 

And adding the 63 miles from Limeiick to th^ 
fea, the river runs 191 • 

There are in ^ill fourteen bridges over 
the Shannon, which it may be perceived 
above Limerick is only navigable for 
boats> during a few mileS; atid on the 
lakes. 

A fpecicft 
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A fpecies of trout, called gilderoy, are 
caught here, and alfo in the neighbouring 
lakes, with a gizzard refembling that of 
fowls. 

I have nothing more to fay about this 
river, except that en fajfant I took a dip 
in it. 

/ 

I afterwards pafled a day in the neat 
little town bf Birr, in the midfl; of which 
is a ftone column of the Doric order {the 
fliaft twenty-five feet in height). On the 
top is placed a pedeftrian ftatue of the late 
duke of Cumberland, in a Roman habit, 
cafl in lead, and painted of a ftone colour ; 
it was erected in 1 747, at the expence of 
a private perfon. 

Proceeding through Nenagh, I pafled 
by the Silver-mines, as they are cajled, 
though I believe nothing but lead is ex- 
traded from them, and arrived at Limerick. 
This city is moderately large, and con- 
tains 
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tains three churches ; that part called the 
Iriih-town is filthy and beggarly beyond 
defcriptioQ ; but the other part i$ opt ib 
defpicable, efpecially about the quays, oa 
one of which a neat cuftom-houfe was 
erected in 1765, and ^ £cw flrAggUng 
Jboufes of brick were built. H^li ^ ^}f 
above the city the river Shannon divide? 
itfelf, forming an ifland of three miles in 
ckcumferenccy on the fouth part of nvhich 
the Engliflx-town is built ; and itboygh k 
is fixty-three miles from the fea« 'feflcfo 
of three hundred tons come up to it with 
iafety ; its communication with the* Iri(&- 
town is by a bridge .of iiisc arches, 2XkA 
with the cauuty of Clare by anothor 
bridge» xdiicfa is quite flat^ asad jconilfts of 
fourteen arches, of which no two are a- 
like ; neither could I difcover what kind 
of architedute was obferved in coHftnudl- 
ing it. A fmall neat bridge of three arches 
was built in 1761, at the expence .of 
eighteen hundred pounds.; the middle arch, 
according to the printed account, >^* is ca- 
I «' pable 
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*^ pable of admittiiig a boat under fail,'^ 
bciftg no lefs than forty- one feet wide. 

In the fame book^ eiithled Hi/lory of 
the City of Limerick^ after mentioning thii 
tuftom^houfe, the author fays, ** Whett 
^* ftradgers land here, this ftru^tui-e can- 
^^ hot fail of making a feafonable imprei* 
*^ fidn on them, of the rife and grandeui^ 
** of this city,*^ And he has alfo recorded 
jhe following memorable Bfiiioti. V On th6 
** tenth of June, 1764, his worfhip the 
^^ mayoir, and the corporation, proceeded 
•* by water to Scattery ifland, where he 
** called a coutt of admiralty^ and then 
«* failed to the mouth of the river Shan- 
** non, where ends the boundary of the 
** city liberties* Here the mayor, as ad- 
** miral of the Shannon, ordered a gun to 
f^ be fired to bring to, one of his mijefty^s 
^* floops of war then lying in the river, 
'^ which Ihe not regarding, only by hoift* 
^« ing out a flag, another gun was fired, 
^^ and ibon after the . mayor boarded the 

I flpop ; 
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" (loop ; the crew of which, on bearing 
*• his errand, were immediately ordered 
** to compliment his worihip with three 
*' cheers." 

I made an excurfioa of nine miles^ on 
the road to Cork, to fee three eircks of 
flones, fuppofed to have been thus, placed 
by the druids i they are near a fmall 
lake, called Gkir ; the principal, which is 
about a hundred and fifty feet in diameter^ 
confifts^ of forty ftones, of which the 
largeil i& thirteen feet long, fix broads 
and four thick. Thefe kinds of circles 
are to be met with in many parts of Ire^ 
land. Several are defcribed and engraven 
in the Louthiana^ to which I refer. Near 
thefe, on a hill, is a fmall cromlech. 

From Limerick I went to Adare, which 
is a little village pleaiantly iituated, aoid 
embellifhed with ruins of feveral churches 
and convents, rendered elegant by ivy, 
which almofl covers them. From thence 

I pafTed 



IR £ L' A N b. 115 

I paflfed through Newcaftle, and travelling 
among bleak and barren mountains, al- 
iboft twehty miles, though the road is ex- 
tremely good, and leads over two bridges, 
one of which confifts of twenty- one 
arches, arrived at Caflle-ifland ; from 
whence I made an excurfion to Tralee and 
Ardfert (a round- tower which formerly 
flood in this laft town, fell down three 
or four years ago) ; and again traverfing 
barren mountains, arrived at the fmall 

r 

town of Killarney, where I remained eight 
or nine days, during fix of which it rain- 
ed inceflantly. 

1 had previoufly provided myfelf with 
every account which had been publilhed 
relative to the celebrated lake, on the edge 
of which this town is built, which ac- 
counts I perufed attentively, in order to 
be enabled to form diftindl ideas of what 
I was to fee. Thefe were Smith's Htftory 
^f Kerry^ of which twenty-five pages de- 
(bribe the lake, and are illuftrated by a 

\ % print. 
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print. Thirty p»ges tji Bufh's Hiberm^ 
Curiofaj thirty more im I>4rrkk^s Letters^ 
and three Letters written by the la|e Mr* 
Ockeodeo^ which are ad^ed to thQl? «f 
Derrick. After thefe I read a poesiy ^fi^ 
titled Killarneyt of fifty paiges in quartfii» 
written by Mr. Jpha LeiHe* and io%ieded 
£i& very fine prints of the iakej engrarto 
from drawings pf Jonatham Fsfher, zx^ 
publiflied m London ia 1770. Thus pfe- 
pared I applied to k)rd Kenmare for kav;e 
to make ufe of mie of hi? boats» aod \m 
lordfhip vpry politely ordered me to be 
accommodated with a fix-oared barge. 

It may not be improper to remark here> 
that it is cuftomaiy to empby two days 
m &ein0 the lakc» (or rather the two 
lakes, as they are divided into »{xpcr ai^ 
tower) though a fipgle day mighf prove 
fufficient» were it pofiibk to prevail on \k^ 
watermen to work ; but as thpy are a« 
. obftinate here as they are every where eifc, ' 
travellers muft comfd^y. Sails are:»ever 

. . ufedi, 
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ufed, at the fudden gvtSts of wind, which 
^cquei^cly ifltue froin the BiountainB^ woutd 
o^erfet the boAts. 

Thefe men ane each paid eighteen pence^ 
and at le^ft fite (hilliags to the boatfwain^ 
per day, bcfidcs which two brace of French 
horns refide in Killarney, oae of which 
tauft ht taken into the boat ;' the corni 
primi inufi: be paid a guinea per day » the 
ccrmfecondi are jit half price. 

All thefe people AiUfi likewise be maia-- 

lained with provifions, and liquors of 
every kind ; iind they are always Toracious 
and infatiabie. Eight or ten pounds of 
gunpowder muft be purcha£ed» wluch are 
afterwards difcharged from a fmall canon 
by the boat-meii, thus caufing the Jlrepi^ 
tofo of the explofion to fuccced to the amo^ 
rojb of the horns ; fo that altogether the 
two days which I fpent on the lake coil; 
Xne about eight guineas. 

I q The 
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The firft fair weathcr^day after my ar- 
rival in Killarney, I walked four miles to 
the foot of the mountain of Mangerton, 
after which I had two miles to climb to 
the fumiijit ; it i? fuppofed to be one of 
this higheft mouqtains in Irelandjr as by 
the experiment of the barometer (Mr. 
Smith fays) it is found to be 1020 yards 
perpendicular above the lake ; but I was 

afTured it is not more than 800 yards, and 
that the mountain of Knopk-mele-down^ 
between Kil worth and Clonmell, is a hun- 
dred yards higher ♦ ; hpwpv^r,' |tU thefc 
dwindle into hills» upon comparifoQ with 
the Pike of Teneriffe, which is 513a 
yards, or alinoft three Engliflx miles in 
height. 

The fumxnit of Mangerton is chiefly a 
bog or fwamp, compofed of red mofs and 

* 30* yards in height, arc ufually allowed to 
every tenth pf an inch the mercury falls in the 
Iparometer. But thi;, though n^^ar the trutb» 
will i>ot, for feveral rcafons, be produAiye of per- 
fe£fc accuracy, 

W*tcr, 
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water, but tolerably firm. From the fide 
of the niountain, about half way up, I 
viewed the lower lake, with its iflands, as 
diftindly as in a map, and from the top 
beheld the ocean, the mouth of the river 
Kenmare, and the Skelig Ifles ; that which 
is called the Great Skelig (lands about ten 
miles from the fliore. I did not vifit it ; 
but as it is a very remarkable place» I 
fliall give the following account of it, 
partly extradied from the Hiftory of Kerry. 

** It is a high and ftupendous rock, with 
" many inacceffible precipices that hang 
" dreadfully ove-r the fea, which is genc- 
*' rally rough, and roars horribly under- 
" neath. There is but one track, and that 
*• very narrow, that leads to the top, and 
** it is fo difficult and frightful, that few 
^*. people are hardy enough to attempt it ; 
" this afcent was enjoined as a penance 
** from the time of St, Patrick, till about 
^* thirty years ago, lince which it has been 
^' difcoatinucd. Part of this afcent was 

I 4 '• per- 
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<^ performed by fquecziiig through a hoU 
^* low part, refembling the funnel of a 
chimney ; then the pilgrims arrived at a 
fmall Hat place, about a yard broad* 
which flopbs down the rock to the 
otean } a few fhallow holes are cut into 
it, where they fixed their hand$ and 
feet, and thus fcrambled yp. Thi$ 
floping wall is about twelve feet high, 
and the Icaft flip might have precipitated 
them into the pcean ; the laft ftatiort 
which the devotees had to vifit, is galled 
the Spindle or Spit j it is a long frag- 
ment of the rock, about two feet broad, 
projeding from th^ fummit, over a rag-r 
ing fea, * fjere the women, as wejl as 
the men^ got aftride on the fragment, 
and edged forward, till they arrived a^ 
4 croi^, which fome bold adventurer^ 
many centuries ago, put on its extreme 
end, and which they were to kifs. If 
the reader can conceive the fituation of 
^^ ^ perion perched on the fummit of thi§ 
*^ ^jnnacle, jn the fuperior region of the 
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<* air, beholding the raft expaafe of th6 
^ bce&n all routid him, £^cept towards 
^* the taft, where the lofty mountain* on 
^* the fliore Appear like low hills, he may 
** be able tt> form fome idea of its tre- 
** mendbufnefs, and of the horfcr and pc-a^ 
** ril with which the afcent and defceut 
'* muft have been attended/* 

On the weft fide of Mangerton is a 
round hole (of which the depth is (aid to 
be unfathomable) of about a quarter of A 
mile in diameter, filled with water ; it is 
(Called the Devil's Punch-bowl ; its ovcr^ 
flow forms a cafcade down the fides of the 
inountaiil into the lake. From its conti«-> 
iiual running it is doubtlefs fupplied by 
fprings ; tio fifh have ever been caught 

The next day I embarked early in the 
morning to view the Lower lake j it h 
^bout feven miles long) and four broad^ 
;^ad communicates with the upper one by 
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a narrow paflage, of about three miles in 
length, a fmall part of which is not na- 
vigable, by reafon of a fhallow defcent of 
the waters, over which the boat muft be 
drawn by the rowers, the pajOfengers go- 
ing afhore, and embarking ag^in above 
that (hallow. 

The general name for both the lakes i$ 
JLoUgh Lam^ though it is more known by 
that of Killarney. The waters that are 
colle^ed into the upper lake from the 
mountains, and from the little river Fkjk^ 
pafs into the lower lake, and from thence 
•are difcharged into the fea, which is dif- 
tant about twenty miles, by an outlet, or 
-fmall river, called the ham. The weft- 
cm fliore of the lower lake confifts of 
high mountains, well wooded, and abcmnd-- 
ing with fiags, foxes> hares, partridges, 
.woodcocks, and groufe ; the oppofite 
fhore is almoft leveU About thirty iflands 
are difperfed in this lake; the fit ft on 
^wbich we landed is called Innisfalleq, and 

contains 
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contains about twenty acres, with a fmall 
ruined abbey, which ferves at prefent as 
a fummer-houfe, where travellers ufually 
return to dine. The foil is here fo rich 
as to fatten cattle almoft into marrow in 
a y£ry fhort time. 

We then vifited many other iflands, 
which are almoft all variegated with trees 
and '{hrubs of different kinds ; among 
which the arbutus y or . ftrawberry-trec, if 
the moft beautiful ; it is an ever-green^ 
and at that time (September) had blof-^ 
foms, green, and almoft ripe fruit on its 
, branches. This fruit is of the fhape and 
colour of a ftrawberry, though confider- 
ably larger, andby its vivid fcarlet, blend* 
ing among the deep green leaves, and en- 
vironed by box, yew, holly, and fervice 
trees, which two laft likewife produce 
fcarlet berries, forms one of the moft 
pleafing ornaments of thefe iflands. The 
arbutus tree generally grows to about tea 
px fifteen feet in height^ and the trunk to 

as 
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ai enany inches in Ahtntttt. I have ken 
iWueh lAfgelr iti Portugal j but thefe ate 
feewdid by cne which is at Mount Ken- 
nedy, in the counfy of Wicklow ; the 
trunk of which, at one foot above the 
ground, is faid to be no lefa tban thirteen 
feet, nine inches round *. 

Holly aftd juQipcr-tfees grow here to a 
irery large fize. I have feen one of the 
former, of Which the trunk was eight 
jfeet four iiicheB, and of the latter five feet 

« Bontit Hint^ 6t> Planting. Dublin, 1773.-^ 

The fo)io!l7ing <j[Uo^ation frbm this pamphkt majr 

not prove unufeful ; .^^ The admirers of tender fb- 

^^ reign pla;its jfhould l^ave ho|;-houfes on purpofe 

^< for them, and not place them amongft their 

^* p^tC'jpUtit^ or meloiii ; for^ se many of them 

. *^ are poifonous, it is impoffibk to fay bow far the 

*' £arina of their bloflbms may ^Se& the pine-ap- 

<* pks 6r melons that aire near tbeitl. It is very 

f< ^i^rtdin that the farina of cucumbers ixrill fpoil 

ff the flavpur .of melons that grow too near tp 

f* them ^ gardeners fhould be careful what trees or 

** plants they put artiongft fruit-trees, or plant? 

^5 for the kitchen ufc/^ 
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three ii^he* ia circumfcrcaoe. We iand^ 
fd oa kyora other iflands j on that which 
if called RoCs, is a fmall cafUe^ which aC 
pre:^t Terves aa a harrack. Near ths 
cafcadie of Tosniih^ our boatmea angted^ 
and caog^ht a falmon, which was imme^ 
diately roafted and eaten. Thefe fiih a- 
Ixxind herC) and are fpld at a penny per 
pound. 



'Hie next fair weather day I employed 
in vifiting the upper lake, which is about 
ihree miles long« and pne in bwadth, a&d 
is quite eau:ompal!ed with high nKDuntams, 
among which the mod remarkable are 
thofe of GUna and die Turk, and behind 
thefe arife others Atll higher, called the 
Keeks. Eight ifland^ ;embelli(h this lake ; 
and the pleafure g£ this day's ^xcurfioti 
wad heightened by trying, in different fi- 
tuationsj the echoes produced by the found 
of the Friench horns, and the explofion 
qf the CAQOOO^ which were repeated^ and 
rebounded among the mountains^ the lat- 
ter. 
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ter, at firft, refembling dtftant thunder^ 
dying gradually away, and then rcviying^ 
till it finally expires. Wc angled for trout^ 
and caught great numbers ; a fun-fhining 
fhower intervening produced rainbows^ 
which added to the beauty of the fcene. 

Notwithftanding my exped:ations were 
too much raifed by reading the romantic 
exaggerations of Mr. Ockenden, I muft 

own that the lake of Killarney forms one 
of the greateft natural beauties of Ireland) 
and will amply repay the traveller of tafte 
for his trouble in journeying thither. 

Since my return to England, a fmall 
pamphlet has been publifhed, defcribing 
the lake in a pompous manner ; in one 
part of which the writer fays, ** .Here you 
" meet with a promontory, rifing from 
" the lake, with the majefty of a co- 
; «* loflus ; there ftands another, the Par- 
«• naffus of Silvanus, adorned with every 
*• chofen (hrub in which the god delights ; 
. . «' and 
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^' »nd woe to the dull mortal, that hears 
** him not) aa he paffes, ruftle anlong the 
** thickets ; for lo ! even now he im- 
*' merges, and difpendng fragrance as he 
" afcendS) looks down with benign com« 
** placency upon thofe happy regions^ fdr 
'^ which he has rifled the gardens of Flora, 
** to rival her once favourite Tempe.-— 
" Deus, ecce Deus !'* — 

In another part is the foUoveing pafTage : 
'* The Irifh peasant, between intrinfic in* 
^^ dolence, and external exadtion, penu* 
'' rious in the midfl: of plenty » wanders 
** upou the furface of the moft fertile 
** country in the world, a melancholy in- 
** fiance of complicated mifery.'* 

m 

As an apology for the ^' immenfe raitis, 
-^^ which fall here more abundantly, and 
•* that even in the beft feafons for vifiting 
^< the lake, than in all other parts of thle 
,«« kingdom," the author writes, ** to ex- 
•^ peft perfedion in things fublunary, is 

«*to 
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^' to wiih where we cannot hope-»4{i0 

^^ Hyades are here the handmaids of Flo- 
*' ra ; for without thefe perpetual effu-* 

•* fions of rain, the rocks muft refign their 
^* vegetable inhabitants, the rivers mourn 
^* their exhaufled urns, and the cafcades 
^ no longer refound, fave in the dull eaf 
^ of memory ; the living lake itfclf muft 
^^ dwindle into an inconiiderable pool, 
^' and tbe mountains, firiptx>f their ho«« 
^^ nours, become a dreary wafte, the z^ 
<^ bode of gloom and barrennefs,'^ &e« 

The remarks in tbe following dec/a^ 
motion are very jufl, •* The effect of ma- 
«* ny of the views of tfeeft lukes w, ia 
^^ my opinion^ much heightened by the 
** hourly revolutions in the face of the 
. ^^ Ittavene* The vaft volumes of clouds^ 
^^ which are rolled together from the Ais 
<^ lantic, and reft on the fnmmits of the 
>^ mcMintains, cloath them with majefty : 
^* the different mafles of light and ihade» 
^* traverfing the lakes in fucceffiofi, as the 

«• fliifting 
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** (hifting bodies above float acrofs them^ 
" exhibit all the varieties of night and 
" day, almoft at the fame inftant i the 
mifts interpoling their ' dull, yet tranf- 
parent, coverings to the view, raife new 
** defires of a fuller and clearer profpedi ; 
•* and the wandering vapours flitting from 
** cliffy to cliff, as if iri fearch of the 
•* clouds, from which they have been fe- 
•* parated, amufe the eiye with their va- 
•* rieties and irregular motions." 

I fpent one rainy day (as I might pof- 
fibly have waited there till this time for a 
fine one) in vifiting the gardens of Mu- 
crus, which belong to Edward Herbert, 
Efq. They are fituated about three miles 
from Killarney^ on the edge of the lake, 
and confift of a mixture of craggy rocks, 
Ihady valleys, arid verdant lawiis. The 
arbutus, holly, forbus, oak, afli^ fyca- 
more *, lauriftirius, vine, &c. grow out 

* It may not be amifs to remark here, that the 
fycamore will grow better than any other decicfu- 

K ous 
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bf the crevices in the rocks in a very ex- 
traordinary manner, and their bare roots 
curl like ivy upon the furfaces. Many of 
the trunks of thefe trees are incorporated 
in each other, which can no otherwife be 
accounted for than by fuppofing that birds 
have dropped, or the winds carried the 
various feeds into fome mouldering trunk, 
and that they have there taken root. Near 
the extremity of thefe Elyfian fields, in 
the midft of a grove of tall afh-trees, are 
the ruins of an old abbey ; the cloifters, 
which form a fquare of about thirty feet, 
and confift of two and twenty arches, are 
ft ill entire. In the center is a yew-tree, 
. the trunk of which is fix feet and a half 
in circumference, and fifteen feet in height 
to the branches, which rife above the bat- 
tlements of the cloifters, and then over- 
fpread them entirely, " fliedding a dim 
^* religious light.'* This noble tree was 

ous tree, in expofed places, or near the Tea, in an^ 
kind of foil -, it refifts the ftrongeft winds, and 
bears the fait* water fpray without injury. 

pro- 
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probably planted at the time the abbey was 
founded, which was in 1440. 

Thoufands of human fkulls ^nd bonee 
are piled in heaps among thefe .ruins ; 
and here I firft heard the Irijh howl, which 
was made by the bellowing of a herd of 
men, women, and children, who attended 
the burial of one of their fellows. I made 
my efcape as fafl as I could, and returned 
to Killarney. 

Sometimes Hags are hunted, and forced 
into the lake .; the chace is then continued 
in boats, when the found of the horns, 
the cry of the pack, and the ftiouts of the 
huntfmen, mufl be uncommonly chearful 
and animating. 

The laft wolf was killed in this coun- 

« 

ty in 1710 ; fince which time, none of 
thofe animals have been found in Ireland. 
The Irifli wolf-dog, which formerly a- 
bounded here, is now become nearly ex- 

' K 2 tina' 
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iinO:. I faw two of them in Dublin ; they 
were much tall«r than a maftifF, or than 
dny dog I had feen, and appeared to be of 
great ftrength. Their fliape was fome- 
what like that of a greyhound; they were 
the property of a nobleman, and were va- 
lued at twenty guineas each. 

A few copper-mines were formerly dif- 
covered near Mucrus, but the working is 
difcontinued for want of fuel, as I was 
told. 

Different kinds of pebbles are found in 
this county, and, when poliflied, are known 
by the name of Kerry ftones. 

There are only two inns at Killarney, 
and their accommodations are very indif- 
ferent. Were an Englifliman to build a 
large and elegant inn, with ftables there, 
fuch as thofe at many of the watering- 
places in England, well provided .with 
every neceffary, both for lodging and food, 
► with 
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with muficians refiding in the houfe, ^ 
library, a billiard-table, fiftiing- tackle, 
guns, &c. I do not know any place in 
Great Britain or Ireland, where a confi- 
derable fortune might be acquired in fb 
Ihort a time, or with fo little rifque or 
trouble. 

From Killarney I returned to Caftle- 
ifland, and proceeding forty miles further, 
over mountains, barren heaths, and bogs, 
without feeing hardly a fingle tree, or any 
verdure, except during the laft five miles, 
I arrived at Cork. 

This city, which is about three miles 
long, and not quite two in breadth, is the 
fecond in the kingdom, and fituated on a 
marfhy ifland, furrounded by the river Lee, 
which about ten miles lower difcharges it- 
felf into the ocean. The harbour is very 
large and fecure. One fide of it is formed 
by the ifland called Great IJland^ and a 
little higher up is a fmall place called 

^ 3 ^cipge^ 
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Pajfagef where all flhiips of burthen un:^ 
lade^ and their cargoes are carried up to 
Cork, which is five miles diftant, either 
on cars, pr in fmall vefTels, as the chanr 
nel is only capable of admitting thofc 
which are under a hundred and fifty tons 
burthen. 

All the environs of Cork, efpecially to- 
wards Paflage and Glanmire, are extremely 
beautiful ; the lands rife in gentle hills, 
ornamented with many country houfes, 
gardens, and plantations, and with woods 
and fields of variegated verdure ; the hills 
immediately adjoining to the city are fp 
thick fet with houfes, which rife gradually 
above each other, that the profpedt equals 
that of Lions or Oporto. A new walk, 
or mall, of a mile in length, was lately 
planted with trees, and contributes to en- 
liven the view. 

The city contains fix churches, befides 
the cathedraL NcJne of them merit any 

mention, - 
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mention, excepting that called Chrift- 
church, which is only remarkable for lean- 
ing confiderably on one •fide, though the 
fieeple was taken down in 1748. Many 
canals are cut through the ftreets, over 
which are finall draw-bridges, fomewhat 
like thofe in Holland, befides two flone 
bridges over the Lee, on one of which an 
equeflrian ftatue of his late majefty w^s 
placed ini 76 1 . The number of inhabit- 
ants is computed to be about eighty thou- 
fand, of which two thirds fay, that they 
are Romah catholics. The exchange is a 
neat ftone building, with five arches in 
front, and was ere£ked in 1708. There 
is likewife a theatre, and aflembly rooms *. 

* Dr. Smith, in his Account of Coriy thus clearfy 
cxprefles himfelf. «« Befides the public concerts, 
** there are fcveral private ones, where the per- 
** formers are gentlemen and ladies, of fuch good 
<< fkill, that one would imagine the god of mufic 
*' had taken a large ftride from the continent over 
^^ England to this ifland ; for indeed the whole 
*^ nation are of late become admirers of this en« 
*' tertainment ;. and thofe who have no ear for 
V'mufic, are generally fo polite as to pretend to 

K 4 " like 
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In the mayoralty- houfe I faw a ftatue 
of white marble as large as the life, repre- 
fenti'ng lord Chatham. I was told that the 
corporation paid Mr. Wilton the ftatuary 
450/. for it, and a houfe-^painter wasj at 
the time I was there, aSiually at worli in 
fainting it in oi(- colours^ 



But xht forte of the citizen3 does not lie 
in the faiences of painting, fculpture, ar- 
.chitedture, mufic, or fuch trifles, but in 

• « 

the more efTential arts relative to eating 
and drinking ; fuch as the flaughter of 
hogs, oxen, ^nd fheep, in order to e:^- 
change the fuperfluous pork, beef, and 
mutton, for wjne, &c. And indeed they 
are much in the right ; for the fciences 
f^re only cultivated, to enable their profef- 

*' like It. A fti anger is agreeably furprifed to fiad 
*' in many houfes he enters, Italic airs faluting his 
'* ears; and it has been obfervcd, that Cqrelli is a 
** name in more mouths than many of our lord- 
** lieutenants." This was written twenty- fev^n 
years ago, and many alterations may have takqn 
plfice in things fince that time. ^ 

to 
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fors to acquire wherewith to purchafe 
thofe neceflaries ; and Harlequin very 
juftly obferves in an old Italian play, 

" Ti///q che fifa^ di bel e di buon^ 
*' K per un piatto di ma car on. '^ . 

Which may to an Englifliman be thus 
conftrued: ** Every thing great and beau- 
*' tiful which is performed, is for a plate 
** of roaft-beef and plumb-puddrng.'* 

After having carefully perufed every 
thing I can find relative to this city, I 
know of nothing further to add, except a 
paffage from Fynes Moryfons Hijiory of 
frelandj from 1599 to 1603, which I (hall 
infert, pour egayer la matiere ; he fays, 
vol. ii. p. 372, " At Cork I have {ttxt 
** with thefe eyes, young maids ftark naked 
*•' grinding of corn with certain ftones, to 
f' make cakes thereof, and ftrlkingpff in- 
^* to the tub of meal, fuch reliques there* 
•* of, as ftuck on their belly, thighs, and 
♦^ joore unfeemly parts,'* I refer the reader 
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to the work itfelf for other equally curious 
anecdotes about the wild Irifh. 

Some attempts in*the literary way have, 
however, been made in Cork ; ' for feveral 

m 

periodical effays, under the title of the 
Modern Monitor, were publifhed in the 
news^papers, and republifhed in a fmall 
qStayo volume in 1 770. 

I fliall fay nothing about the fmuggling 
of wool, which is faid to be carried on 
from this coaft^ as I am not mafter of the 
fubjedk. 

After twelve days ftay in Cork I went 
to Mallow, which is a little town, much 
reforted to in the fummer months, for the 
benefit of drinking the waters, which 
burft out of the bottom of a great lime- 
ftone rock, at the end of a ftrait, well- 
planted wa^k, and canal,^ of about a fur- 
long and a half in length. This water is 
moderately warm, and is faid to poiFefs 

the 
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the fame qualities as tl^at of the !^ot-^ 
;ivells near BriftoL 



Mallpw is termed by the natives the 
Irifh Bath ; but an Englilhman would ra« 
jther, from the meannefs of the accommoT 
dations^ deem it an apology for a water- 
ing-place. 

I then prQceeded through Doneraile, 
jMitchersrtown, Clogheen, and Clonmell^ 
(which is only remarkable for having been 
,the birth-place of Stecne) tp Cafliel 5 the 
cathedral here is built on the top of a 
rock, though much decayed ; there is a 
chapel in it, pf which the ropf is neatly 
arched s a plate of it, with a plan of the 
church, is inferted in 0-Halloran?s Hif- 
tory of Ireland. Here is likewife a high 
round-tower entire, and built with very 
little mortar, and a broken ftone crofs of 
ten feet in height j the town (which is au 
archbifhoprick) is very fmall, wretched^ 
and dirty. 

I con- 
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I continued my journey through St. 

» 

John's town to Kilkenny, which is a plea- 
fant little town, with a river running 
through it, over which are two bridges ; 
one confiding of feven arches, and the 
other, which is neatly built of blue ftone, 
of three. Here is an old caftle, and near 
the cathedral a very high round-tower. 
The roof of this church is fupported by 
eight large quadruple columns, of black 
marble, which are embellijhed^ or JpoUt, by 
being white^wajhed. Ten monuments, or 
rather farcophagu of ftone, are here to be 
feen ; they were fabricated about the mid- 
dle of the fixteenth century. Likewife a 
monument efedied in 1745 to the me- 
mory pf the wife of a bifhop of Offory ; 
it reprefents a ftatue of a woman, as large 
as the life, with a book in her left hand> 
and her right arm reclining on an urn, of 
white marble, on a black ground, fculp- 
tured ,by P. Scheemakers. There is a 
pretty walk of a mile in length, along the 
river fide, planted with trees, and much 
reifembling that along the Oufe at York. 
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I afterwards paflfed through the filthy 
town of Knodopher, and arrived at Wa- 
terford. This town is built on the fouth- 
fide of the river Suire, which is broad 
and rapid, and without any bridge. It is 
about eight miles from the fea, and ia the 
mbft convenient port to traflBc with Brif- 
tol, by navigating with a due wefterly 
wind, without any variation. . The quay 
is half a mile in length, and of a confi- 
derable breadth, and the largeft trading 
veffels load and unload before it, Smith» 
in his Hijlory of Waterford^ fays, ** this 
quay is not inferior to, but rather ex- 
ceeds the moft celebrated in Europe/* 
He probably knew nothing of that of 
Yarmouth, nor of the magnificent quay 
of Rotterdam, both of which are much 
fuperior to that of Wa terford. Here arc 
two churches, befides the cathedral. 

The counties of Kilkenny, Waterford, 
Wexford, and Carlow, are over-run with 
ruffians called White- boys. Thefe are* 

peafants. 
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peafants, who do not chufe to pay tythca; 
or taxes, and who in the night-time af- 
femble fometimes to the number of many 
hundreds, on horfe-back and on foot, well 
armed, and with (hirts over their clothes, 
from whence their denomination is de- 
rived, when they ftroll about the country, 
firing houfes and barns^ burying people 
alive in the ground, cutting their nofes 
and ears ofF, and committing other bar- 
barities on their perfons. The objedls of 
their revenge and cruelty are chiefly tythe 
and tax-gathejers, and landlords, who at- 
tempt to raife their rents ; they never rob ; 
jneither do they moleft travellers. Re- 
wards of forty and fifty pounds are con- 
tinually advertifed in the papers for ap- 
prehending any one of them, and from 
time to time a few of thefe^^A^^if^ wretches 
(as the advertifements term them) are 
hanged, and efcorted to the gallows by a 
regiment of foldiers. Excommunications 
are likewife read againft them by their 
priefts froni the pulpit j but as they are fo 

7 numerous. 
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numerous, It is not likely that they will 
foon be extirpated. 

A few years ago a like fct of infurgenta, 
who wore oak-leaves in their hats, and 
called themfelves Oak-boys, rofe in the 
north of Ireland. Thefe gentry refufed 
paying the tythe of their potatoes, telling 
their priefts that they ought to be fatis- 
fied with their tythe of what grew above 
ground. The difturbances which they 
caufed are now at an end ; as I was in-^ 
formed that they carried their point by 
being fo numerous, and that at prefent 
,their potatoes are tythe-free, 

r 

t 

On leaving Waterford I ferried over 
the Noire at New Rofs, and arrived at 
Wexford ; this town chiefly confifts of a 
main-flreet, and in fize, fltuation, and 
dirtinefs, is much like Faknouth. 

I was informed that to the fouth of 
Wexford, a trad of land, called the Ba- 

rony 
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rony of Forth, was inhabited by a colony* 
which was planted in Henry the fecond'a 
time, and flill retained peculiar cuftoms 
and manners, but I had no opportunity of 
Tifiting them. Neither did I go into that 
quarter of Ireland called Connaught, 
which comprehends the counties of Maya> 
Sligo, Leitrim, Rofconimon, and Galway,, 
as I was affured that they were inhabited 
(especially along the coaft) by a kind of 
favages, and that there were neither roads 
for carriages, nor inns. Undoubtedly the 
chief towns of thofe counties are more 
civilized. 

After ferrying over the river Slaney^ 
^hich is here very broad, I went through 
Gorey, alias Newborough, and Arklow, 
to Wicklow, the road lying chiefly along 
the fhore. From thence I made an excur- 
fon of ten miles, on horfeback, over dan- 
gerous mountains, and through deep pools 
of water, to fee the ruins of feven churches, 
called Glandilough ; here is a round-towtr 

, of 
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of fifteen feet in diameter, of which the 
top is broken ; and a plain crofsi of a 
fingle ftone, twelve feet high, and two in 
tfaicknefs* I was here in the center of the 
barren fixty-four miles of ground before 
mentioned, and wa$ obliged to return to 
Wicklow, without hiving found any othct 
rafrefbment for my horfe, except a fcanty 
bite of grafs among th« ruins of the 
churchesi or for myfelf, beiides a few 
)>lack-berries. 

From. Wicklow I again vifiied Powerf- 
court, and that charming fpot called th« 
Dargles j and the next day I returned to 
Dublin^ after three months abfence, during 
which time I had gone about nine hun- 
dred Irifli miles, or eleven hundred Englifet 

A few days after, I made a week's e*- 
turflon to the following places. 

I went fiirft to Naas, then to Old Kil- 
«ullen, where there is a fmall rounds 

L towefi 
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tower, and then to Caftle-Dermot, where 
I faw another round-tower, and a large 
crofs of a fingle ftone, with baffo-re- 
lievos. 

From thence I went to Kildare j there 
is a round-tower in the church-yard, 
which is a hundred and feven feet in 
height ; it is built of white granite to 
about twelve feet above the ground, and 
the reft is of common blue-ftone. The 
door is fourteen feet from the founda- 
tion ; the pedeftal of an old crofs is ftill 
to be feen here, 

I then traverfed the Curraghy or race- 
ground, which is efteemed the beft in Ire- 
land, and afterwards ftopt a while at a 
little village called Summer- hill, near 
which is the feat of H. Rowley, Efq. 
The houfe is built of white (lone, an4 
coniifts only of the ground-flour, and an 
attic ftory, ornamented with a baluftrade; 
.it is near three hundred feet in front, and 

the 
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the chief entrance is decorated with four 
femi- columns of the Corinthian order. 

From thence I went to the feat of the 
earl of Mornington, where I obferved a 
heat chapel, with an organ, and proceed- 
ed through Trim (which is a little town, 
with the ruins of a caftle and abbey) to 
Kells. 

't'his is a fmall towii, with a round-* 
tow^r in the church-yard. Near it is a 
ftone crofs, with baflb-relievos, and the 
remnants of three other croffes. In the 
church is a monument, which was erected 
in 1737 to Sir Thomas Taylor, and his 
wife. It is a large farcophagus of grey 
marble, refting on three eagles claws, and 
upori it is an urn, on an altar of white 
marble, bietween two Corinthian columns 
of black marble, with white capitals and 
bafes ; the altar is ornamented with rams- 
heads and foliage, extremely well carved, 
and .the whole makes an elegant appearance. 

L 2 la 
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In the market-place is a ftone croft 
with baflb-relievoa, repreienting flags an4 

dogs. 

About a mile from K«lls« ijs the feat q€ 
lord Bedive, The hpufij, which is thrw 
flories in heights contains a range of elc** 
ven windows ; and two wings, of a^ fingle 
ftory , are annexed to it, each having fbur^ 
teen windows in front. The whole build- 
ing, both infide and outiide, is quite plainy 
and very neat, and is one of the moft 
convenient dwellings I have ever feen. 

On leaving this place I returned 
through Navan to Dublin ; and dn the 
twelfth of November embarked in one of 
the five packets on this ftation. After 
failing eleven hours, I landed at Holj- 
head, from whence I proceeded through 
Chefter, arid the ftlnking town of Bir- 
mingham, to London. 

'I (hall 
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I fliall now infert a Few general obferva- 
tions. 



By the Dublin Almanack I find, that 
the total number of Women v^hich have 

« 

been delivered in the Lying-in Hofpital^ 
(mentioned in p. 17.) to the end of the 
year ij^74f is ioot2, of 5412 boys and 
4764 girls ; 1 6 1 had twins ; and one, three 
children ; 1 46 women died in child-bed* 

There are forty-four charter working- 
fchools at prefent in Ireland, whereki 
202115 boys and girls are maintained and 
educated. Thefe fchools are fupported by 
an annual bounty from his majefty of 

1 000/., by a tax upon hawkers and pedlar s^ 
and by fundry fubfcriptions and legacies. 
The children admitted, are thofe born o^ 
popi(h parents, or fuch as wouM be bred 

papifts, if negledled, and are of found 

« 

health and limbs. Their age from fix to 
ten ; the boys at fixteen, and the girls at 

L 3 "Touirtcen, 
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fourteen, are apprenticed into protcfts^nt 
families. The firft fchool was opened ia 
1734, and the others fucceffively. Five 
pounds are gi^en to every perfon eduf 
cated in thefe fchools, upoa his pr het 
marrying a proteftant. 

In 1731, w^hile the duke of Dorfet was 
lord-lieutenant, the inhabitants of Ireland 
Wjere numbered, and it was found that the 
four provinces contained as follows : 



•» 


Proteftants. 


Papiils. 


Connaught - - - 


21604 • 


- 221780 


Leinfter - - - 

* 


203087 


- 447916 


Munfter - - ,- 


115130 - 


- 482044 


Ulfter - - - 

I. - ' 


360632 


- 158028 



700453s 1309768 

« 

Thus it appears that near two-thirds of 

the total number of two millions, were 

' • • • • 1 ♦ • ■ 

Roman catholics. 

Dr. Smollett, in the third volume* of hi? 
Prefent State of all Nations^ giving an 
account of Ireland, has the following paf- 

fage. 
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iage, which I believe to be true, notwith- 
ftanding the heap of pedantic trafh which 
has been publifhed to the contrary. 

'* Setting afide the ridiculous legends * 
«* and fables of the Irifli with refpedt to 
" their antiquity and origin, it feems 
" highly reafonable to conclude, that the 
*• country was firft peopled from Britain. 
" There is no good reafon to induce us to 
** believe that it w^s ever conquered by 
** the Romans. Towards the decline of 
'** the Roman empire, a colony of Scots 
*' began to make a great figure in Ire- 
** land, whence it acquired the name of 
** &:otia. The ifland was afterwards of- 
*• ten harrafled by the Danes, Norwegians, 
" and Saxons ; but never entirely fub- 
** dued, till Henry II. king of England, 
^' made himfelf mafter of it in the twelfth 
•* century. It has been ever fmce fubjeft 
** to the kings of England, who were 
" only ftyled lords of Ireland, till the ti- 
•' tie ^^ king was beftowed on Henry 

L 4 '' Vlll, 
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*< VIII. m 1 541, by the ftatea of th« 
^^ resUm in parliament aflembled/' 

In 1 6 19, William Lithgow, the cele- 
brated Scotch pilgrim, journeyed through 
this ifland in fix months. He afterwards 
publiflied his travels in' Europe, Afia, and 
Africa^ which book contains ten pages re<^ 
lative to Ireland ; and as the work is exr 
tremely fcarce and curious, I fhall infert a 
few quotations from it in bis own words* 

** And now after a generall furveigh of 
** the whole kingdome (the north- weft 
^' part of Canach excepted) accompliflied : 

^^ frqm the i of September til the laft of 

• 

^* February j \ found the goodneffe of the 
•* foyle, more than anfwerable to mine 
^< expedation, the defeft only remayning 
" (not fpeaking of our collonies) in the 
*- people, and from them in the bofome 
*' of two graceleffe fifters> ignorance and 
** fluggifimeffc. 

* And 
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^^ And this I dare avow» there are more 
*' rivers* lakes, brooks, ilrands, quag- 
^^ mires, bogs and mariihes> in this coun* 
'^ trey, than in all Chriflendome befides ; 
** for travelling there in the winter, all 
** my dayly folace was finke downe com« 
** fort ; whiles boggy- plunging deepes 
" killing my horfe belly ; whiles ovcr- 
^' mired faddle, body and all ; and often 
^ or ever fet a fwiming, in great danger, 
^* both I and my guides of our lives : 
** thit for cloudy and fountaync-bred pe- 
^' rils, I was never before reduded to fuch 
<' a floting laborinth. Confidering that 
** in five moneths fpace, I quite fpoyled 
i^ fix horfes, and myfelfe as tyred as the 
^^ word of them. 

*^ But now to come to my punduall 
f < difcourfe of Ireland ; true it is, to make 
^' a fit comparifon, the Barbarian moore, 
^^ the moorifh Spaniard, the Turke, and 
^^ the Iri(h-man, are the leaft induftrious, 
^' and moft fluggiih livef $ und^r tlie funne, 

♦• foe 
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'* for the vulgar Irifli I proteft, live more 
** miferably in their brutifli fafliion than 
« the undaunted or untamed Arabian, the 
** divelifli-idolatrous Turcuman, or the 
" moon-^worfhipping Caramines : fhew- 
** ing thereby a greater neceffity they have 
** to live, than any pleafure they have, 
" or can have in their living. 

" Their fabrickes are advanced three or 
*^ foure yardes high, pavillion^like incir- 
*' cling, ere(3:ed in a fingular frame, of 
** fmoake-torne draw, greene long pricked 
*' turff, and raine-dropping wattles. Their 
** feveral roomes of palatiat divifion«, as 
<* chambersi^ halls, parlots, kitchins, barns, 
*' and ftables, are all inclofed in one, and 
** that one (perhaps) in the midft of a 
** mire ; where when in foule weather, 
" fcarcely can they finde a drye part, 
** whereupon to repofe, their cloud-bap- 
*' tized. heads. Their Ihirts be woven of 
*' the wooll or linnen of their owne na- 
*' ture, and their penurious foode feni- 
*^ blable to their ruvid conditio^. 
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** I remember I faw in Ireland's north- 
*? parts two remarkable fights : the one 
*' was their manner of tillage, plough^s 
•' drawne by horfe-tayles, wanting gar- 
** nifhing, they arc only faftned with 
*^ ftraw, or wooden ropes to' their bare 
** rumps, marching all fide for fide, three 
^^ or, foure in a ranke, and as many men 
*^ hanging by the ends of that untoward 
** labour *. 

^^ The other as goodly fight I faw, was 
?* women travayling the way or toyling 
** at home, carry their infants about their 
*? jfapckes, and laying the dugges over 
*' their fhoulders would give fii(?ke to the 
' ** babes behinde their backes without tak- 
^' ing tl^em in their armes : fiich kind of 
" breafts, me thinketh, were very fit, to 
" be made money bags for Eaft or Weft- 
^^ Indian merchants, being more thanhalfc 

♦ I faw in the Highlands of Scotland, in 1772, 
a (ingle inftance of this kind, which was a har* 
row fattened with ftraw wifps to a horfe's taiU 

" a yard 
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«' a yard long, and as wel wrought as 
'' any tanner in the like charge, pould 
«' ever mollifie fuch leather ♦* 



' ** As for any other cuftomes they have, 
•' to avoid prolixitie I fpare ; onely be- 
** fore my pen • flee over feas, I Would 
*^ gladly ihake hands with fome of our 
** churchmen there, for better are the 
*' wounds of a friend, than the fweet 
** fmile of a flatterer, for love and truth 
*' cannot diflemblc." 

I truft I ihall be excufed for not quoting 

Mr. Lithgow's obfervations on the Irifh 
clergy. 

The reader will have feen, that there 
are no objects relative to the fine arts to 
be found in Ireland out of Dublin } fo that 
if any perfon fhould wifh to vifit that ifland 
from mere curiofity, he might land in 

* I never law any fuch brea(ts« 

the 
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the capitaU remaia there a fortnight^ and 
make excurfiona twenty miles rouud it, 
in which ffiace he might fee all the 
piQures^ ftatuea^ and handfome huildings 
in the kingdom } feveral round* towers, 
croffes, raths^ carns^ and cromlechs, the 

Darglea, the waterfall of Powericourt^ the 
falmon-leap at Iteixhpi &c. 

The Giants Caufeway is an objeQ; which 
is fcarcely worthy of going fo far to fee ; 
however that is to be determined by the 
degree of curiofity of which the travel- 
ler is pofTeiled. But the falmon-leap at 
Ballyihannon is a fcene of filch a (angular 
nature^ as is not to be found elfewhere, 
and is as peculiar to Ireland as the bull*^ 
fights arc to Spain ; befides which the 
Lough Erne alone merits the journey. 
From thence the traveller might proceed 
as faft as he could to the lake of Killar- 
ney, aad return to Dublin, without lofing 
his time in any one of the towns, as none 
of them contain any thing worthy of 

notice : 
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notice : unlefs he chofe to embark at CorK 
or at Waterford. From this laft port a 
yaeht fails weekly for Milford Haven^ 
and another yacht is conftantly employed 
in failing from Dublin to Park-gate, and 
back again, though I believe the paflfage 
in the packets to Holyhead to be gene- 
rally the fafeft and fpeedieft. Three 
months might thus fuffice for vifiting the 
beft parts of Ireland, and that time may 
be abridged one third, if the travellet 
prefers riding on horfeback to travelling 
in a carriage ; as he may eafily hire frefh 
horfes and guides fropi place to place; 
whereas in a chaife he can go only twenty 
or twenty-five miles a day ; but then he 
is flieltered from the rains, and may have 
all his little conveniences about him. 

It may be expeded to have fbme ac- 
count of the Irifh writers, which I fhall 
endeavour to give in a concife manner, ex^ 
eluding thofe who have written oil phyfid, 
law, or divinity, as I do not underftand 

thofe 
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thofe fubjeds fufficicntly to do juftice to 
their merit, if they Have any, nor to ccn* 
fure them, if they deferve it. 

The works of Swift, Sterne, Sir Rich- 
ard Steele, Sir Hans Sloane, Berkley bi- 
fliop of Cloyne, Sir James Ware, Am- 
brofe Philips, Parnell, Orrery earl of 
Cork, and Dr. Goldfmith, are fo univer- 
ially known, that it is needlefs to enu* 
merate them. 

The principal late dramatic writers were, 
George Farqiihar, Southern, W. Chet- 
wood. Hall Hartfon, Henry Jones, Mac- 
namara Morgan, and Mrs. Sheridan. 

* The following gentlemen who have 
written for the ftage, are ftill living, and 
according to alphabetical order^ are 

Henry Brooke, Ifaac BickerftafF, Fran- 
cis Dobbs, Kane O'Hara, Robert Jeph- 
fon, Hugh Kelly, Arthur Murphy, Tho- 
mas 
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mas 3heridan, Thomaa Sheridan) junioti 
and the reverend Milthew Weft. MrSr 
Griffith has likewife written feveral plays. 

Among the late mifcellaneous authors 
we find the names of Walter Harris^ Joho 
Uflxer, Dr. Charles Smithy Dr. Johtt 
Rutty, Dn Wm* Dunkin, John Cun- 
ningham, George Canning, Sir Edward 
Barry, Mrs. Pilkington, Mrs. Barber^ 
Mrs. Grierfon, and lady Dorothea du 
Bois. 

« 

And among the living, the moft con^ 
fpicuous gentlemen are Charles Johnftdn^ 
Richard Griffith,. Daniel Webb, Thomas 
Wilkes, John Leflie, Charles O'Connor, 
Dr. J. Gurry, Samuel Whyte, Gorgds 
Edmond Howard,. Sylveftcr O'Halloraai, 
and Dr. Thomas licland^ whom the reader 
is defired not to miftake for the late Dr* 
John I^land^ author of A Fiew of the 

Ditfiicai Writers^ &c. 

There 
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There ate feveral works relative to Ire- 
land by Sir William Petty, Geo. Story* 
Fynes Moryfon, Peter Walfh, Dr. Ferdi- 
oaodo Warner, John H. Wynne, &c. 
though their authors were not Irifhmen. 

Various coll€i3ioii8 of periodical pa*^ 
pers ha?ire been pubU&ed in Ireland, the 
chief of which are, Hibernku/s Lettersp. 
BaratarMtiay Pranceriana^ the Bachelor^ 
the Mode%'n Monitor, and the Gray^s Inn 
JournaL 



There is likewife a .work in two vo^ 
lumes o&x^Of entitled Debates relative t$^ 
the Affairs of Ireland, in 1764, by Sir 
Jaities Caldwell, baronet, and i&ount o£ 
the holy Roman empire. 

The works o# thfc bfeft of all thefe 
writers are well known in ' England, andl 
thoie of the others do not merit any no** 
tlce; fo that a minute account of thcmi 
*rould be both unintetefting and unin-* 
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ilrudivc. However, for the entertainment 
of the reader^ I fliall ihfert a few uncom- 
mon fpecimens in verfe, feledled from the 
labours of feveral Hibernian geniufes. 

I mufl here premife that I had written 
a critical review of the works in profe and 
verfe of a gentleman who is ftill living ; 
but after it was printed, I cancelled the 
four pages which contained it, at his owa 
earneft requeft* 

There is a very ludicrous poem, which 
has already gone through nine or ten 
editions,' entitled An Epijile to Gorges 
Edmond Howard^ Efq. with Notes expla-^ 
natory^ critical, and hiJloricaU hy George 
Faulkner^ Efq. and Alderman. 

The notes are extremely humorous ; 
and in the laft volume of The Bachelor^ 
the poem (with thofe notes) is reprinted, 
and embellifhed with whole length por- 
traits of the two champions.*— It is necef- ' 

fary 
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fary to obfervc that this publkation is the 
produdliqn of fome of the ^oft eiQiHent 
wits in Ireland, and that Mr. Faulkner 
had no hand in it. 

A thick quartovolumc of poems, called 
The Shamrocky was alfo publifhed in Dub- 
lin, by Samuel Whyte, fchbolmailer ; in 
one of the aboveinentioned notes is this 
account of it. •* The big book of Ma- 
^\ drigals was printed at the inftigation of 
*? Mr. Whyte, the writing-mafter in Graf- 
" tori-ftreet, &c. — Here followeth twp of 
" the moft admired verfes in the whole 
^* produftion, one being an epigram on a 
*• lady employed in the ofKce of blowing 
•' diturffirt with her petticoat, for want 
«' of a p2^ir of bellows ; ajid the other on 
** faid lady, wl>o w^s fp difaftrous as tp 
** fpill a difh of tea on her apron, which 
** will do for a fample of the reft, they 
^* being equal, if not fuperior, to any of 
♦« the foregoing, or thofe inferted after. 

r 

-• • 

> . ' ' 

M 4 Firft 
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Firft EPIGRAM. 

Ceaft, ceafe, Amira, p^crlefa mak), 
Though W£ deligbted gaze, . 
While artlefs ycru excite the flame 
We perifli in the blaze. 

Haply you too provoke your harm. 
Forgive the Wd remark^ 
Your petticoat may fan the fire, 
Put, O ! beware a fpark. 



I > 



Second EPIGRAM. 

Mourn not' Amira, that to love's abode 
The warm adfehtVouJj ilream prefum'd to preft j 
Not chance,, but feme unfeen admiriAg god 
In rapt'rous ardour fought the fweet recefs. 

Nor doubt what deity fo greatly bold 
In form unufual thus iboald vifit thee. 
The god who rav^ifh'd in a fhower of gold,. 
Can charm the fair-one in imperial tea. 

The waggifh writers of the notes have 

given feveral other fpecimens of poetry, 

> > 

two of which are the following, 

Qa a Lady's forgetting her rid/ng H^t, by a for- 
mer Vice-proyoft of Trinity Cpllege, Dublifl. 

L 
Fair Anna had no heart (o giye, 
Sp left her head behind, 

Ungh* 
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Bright Mina, en whofe liniles I live^ 
Was not by half fo kind, 

II. 

Both head and heart (he with her brought^ 
And both (he took away ; 
And with her carried all fhe caught. 
That's all tbat ga^'d that day. 

III. 

Ye nymphs that o'er nine wells prefide^ 
Inftrud the willing fair 
To give their hearts. Whatever betide. 
And b^twis.wben they cmic here» 

IV. 

So when we fee St. John's great eve. 
The fires that round do move. 
Shall each inftrudl us to receive * 
A hand and h^art <haC gtow Wkh iov^. 



To a Wipowj on hei» taking a Vomit of Ipcctt^ 
caanba. Attributed to the late George Faulk-k 
ncr, Efq. ^ ^ 

I. 

Soft reir£t, whofe eneh^nthig charms. 
My captive heart ^Isthrall,^ 
Whofe frown congeals, whofe kindnefs warms, 
Iji^-c h^ej m|x'd i^ri'th galK 

». S«y 
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Say when the naufeous draught you take. 
On Faulkner will you think. 
And for thine own dear lover's fake. 
His health in vomit drink. 

. III. 

Difcharge, bright maid, the foul contents 
That now your ftomach bind. 
But oh ! be fure, at all events. 
Leave love and George behind. 

IV. 

So when in fleve, well pierc'd with holes. 
Where dregs of fires do reft. 
With fliaking nought remains but coals 
To warm the riddler's breaft, 

Mr. O'Halloran publiflxcdi in 1774* a 
quarto pamphlet, entitled ler^e defended^ 
or a cundid Refutation offuch Pafages in 
the reverend Dr^ Lelandy and the reverends 
Dn Whitahr^s Works ^"^ as feem to affeSi 
the Authenticity and Validity of antient 
Irijh Wfiory. The importance of this fub- 
je£t needs no enforcing *• 

^ See a fhort re/utafi^m of this, an4 ^-ve^y fc- 
ture production of the kind, by Dr« Sq^olletr, and 
infertcd in p. 15 1 of this book. 
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In order to end this account properly, 
I ihall infert an advertifement which ap- 
peared in the Irifh papers: premifingt 
that the Matthew Bailie, therein mention- 
cd, emharked in the Aurora fix years 
ago, which veflel has not fince been heard 
of, fo that it is fuppofed fhe periihedatfea« 



** A poft aflembly will be held at the 
^ Tholfel of the city of Dublin, on Mon- 
*' day the fifteenth day of May, inftant, 
*^ at one o'clock in the afternoon, for the 
*' purpofe of disfranchifing alderman 
^* Matthew Bailie, for non-attendance on 
'* his duty, and having totally abfented 
<« himfelf from, and deferted and left 
•* this city, and gone to refide altogether 
^' in another place, and never having fince 
** returned* 

•^ Dated this lothdayof May, 1775, 

« Signed, 

« BENJAMIN TAYLOR, Town-Clerk/' 

Befidea 
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. Bciides the prints which Xxii^tt httn 
xacntioncd in the cdurfe of this wofk, Ihfe 
foUo^ing relative to Ireland, tkift. 

a 

Maps of moft of th« counties, thougli 
they arc in gcnei^al erroneous. And badly^ 
e^cecuted, without either longitude or lati* 
tude, and are merely copies from old 
maps. 

Sis: fine and Idrge prints of vieWs ift the 
neighbourhood of Carlingford, ertgravfeii 
io London in 1772, by the -beft artifts, 
from dratvings of Jonathan Fiflifer^ who 
has himfelf etched four fmall views of 
Cork, Waterford, Belfaft, and Kilkenny. 

> 

Five prints of the parliament*houfe in 
Dublin, being a perfpedive view, a geo- 
jnetrical elevation, a general plan, a fec- 
tion of the houfe of lords, and another 
of that of the commons, drawn by Row- 
}an4 Omer, and engraven by P. Maxell, 
in 1767. 

A plan 



J 
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A plan and elevation of Trinity 0)1- 
lege in Dublin, publifhed in 1761^ with 
a view of the Provoft'e houfe. 

A plam and elevation of the Lying-^in 
Hofpital, and c^ the new gardei^ -hahiad 
it, in 1764* 

An clevatiQn of the Cuflom-houfe at 
Liinerick. 

A view of Caftle Blayney. 

Several fatirical and humorous prints 
in the Buchelor^ Barafariana, and Pran^ 
ceriana, mentioned in p. 1 6 1 • 

Plans of Dublin, Cork, Waterford, and 
Kilkenny^ 

Charts of feveral harbours in Ireland. 
And 9 very large map of the courfc of 
the riTc^r Shannon, 
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Iri(h mlleiF^ 
Front DuBxiK to Powerfcourt-fall, and back 2& 
■ ' ' " ' ' Leixlip ■■ 



-— — i-— i— « Howth I , , i^ 

'■ Swords * J 

Drogbeda - ly 

Dunleer - j 

Monefterboice, and back - * jj 

pundalk • la 

Nnury - la 

Scavagh «- to 

* Armagh - ij 

Lurgan - i6 

Hiilfborough 9 

Bilfajl - 12 

Antrim - 14 

Ballymena « 9 

Ballymony 15 

Bttfh-mills • 10 

Glant^s Cavfewayy and bacL - - 4 

Coleraine • 6 

Ncyirtown - 10 

Londondirry * 12 

Rapboe - ix 

Donegal -^ 19 

Ballyjhanmn 10 

Caftle Caldwell 8 

Carried over - 317 
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* 


Iriih milei 


Brought forward 


3»7 


- 


Innijkillen « 


'S 


Devnifh rfland, and back 


• 


6 


The Cares, and 4>ack » 


- 


14 


• 


Swanlingbar 


12 




Killifhandra 


13 




Granard 


17 




Bally mahon 


i6 




Athhru - 


ID 


H 


Ferbane 


lO 


Sevea Chutches, "and back 


- 


i8 


• 


Birr 


II 


■• 


Nmagh 


rj 


' 


Limgrick 


%o 


Lough Gar, and back 


• 


i8 




Adare 


8 




Newcaftlt - 


\Q 




Cafile-Ifland 


i8 




Tralec 


8 


Ardfcrt, and back 


- 


8 


« 


KlUamey <- 


12 




Caftlclfland 


lO 




Shines 


14 


• 


Cork 


26 


Paflage, anid back *• 


-- •? * "* 


lO 




Mattow 


a 

J4 


• 


Doneraile 


6 


1 

• 


Mitchels-town 


10 




Clogheen - 


10 


Carried 


over 


678 
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Seven Chiurdbex, and back 



Irifh milet* 


Srought over 


678 


Chnmell 


JX 


Cajbd 


12 


Johaftown - 


»7 


Kilkenny • 


'3 


JCno&opher 


10 


Waterford - 


12 


Rofs - - 


10 


Wexford - 


19 


Gorey • 


21 


A^Uow 


9 


Wicklm - ^ 


12 


back - - 


22 


Powerfcourt 


14 


Dublin 


to 


Naas 


14 


Caftle Deriilot 


: 18 


Kildare - 


«3 


Trim - 


28 


Kells ^ 


XI 


Navan - 


8 


DuBtm - 


23 




98s 



985 Iriflly or X254 Englifli miks ; ekvon of tbe 
former makkig fburtetn of the latter. 
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AS I have iidw vifitcd Ac greitefi 
part of England, Scotland, Ireland^ 
Holland, Flanders^ France, Switzerland^ 
Germany, Bohemia^ Italy, Portugal* and 
Spain, and> including fixteen fea voyages^ 
have journeyed about twenty-feven thou-* 
land miles, which is two thoufand more 
than the circumference of the earth, I (hall 
hazard a few refie£tiong on travelling. 

« 
It may perhaps be thought that a com-» 

^anion in travelling is both neceiTary and 
algreeable ; yet if we enter into particu- 
lars, we fhall not find it quite fo. A 
companion, ia order to be agreeable, ought 
to be nearly of the fame age and rank, 
and poflefled of an equal fortune, educated 
in a fimilar manner, and with the fame 
tafte with regard to light amufements, as 
the traveller. Now fuppofing fuch a per- 

N fon 
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fon could be found, it is probable that« in 
courib of time his confiitution may be 

* 

imp'airfid, and himfblf confined through 
fickneffr ; he may be addifted to gaming, 
t6 dfinkiti^, to 'quarrelling, .t6 wdmch; 
hfe may chufe to reflde a long tiioe in one 
place; to. . return agaio to another ; he 
lEay be srpt to be diiheartened at apparent 
dangers, ta be nice witit refpeft to diet^ 
to be avaricious or prodigal 5 s^ny of which 
JbcUiiaiions wbuM be iu^cJerit Co prevent 
the cdntinii^tlbn of the good uhderftitid- 
ing betwfeeti thfe two travellers, and even 
would, fooner or later, put an end to their 
p&rtfi^flnp; --fecfidesi ^s there'wouM ne- 
fciffiirily be'-ftme faptnorrty m talents kiisl 

^ddrefs, fei-tWer on ohe^ fide" xA the* othery 

» . . - • • 

the rtceptfeih thfe ti'aveHei^s would meek 
with in foreign countriies Vbuld be pro*- 
portioned' to ftichdiffetdhcb; aferd of cotll^fe 
tfie leaft accoinpUihed' bf the two W6uld 
'degferJe'fite'iiito'ah aft^iidaiit o'n thcoih'er, 
"xfrblch wbuW fea Farfe'ef caufe of ^iflea- 
fion. • • * ,..=.. 

As 
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t 

' As to govfcrnors, or travelling tutors^ 
' they appear to be of littlie ufe ; for itt ge* ' 
fteral ^they are either pedantic, or igno- 
rant clergymen, who themfelve^ ftand in 
heed of a beat-leader » and being neceifi*^ 
tous, may be prevailed upon to Wink> o^ 
even to connive at the bad conduft of theiir 

pupils, and of 4c:ourfe prove but ill direc«* 
torB in thtf acquifilion of knowledge** - 

> Skouid . a youilg than iet out &ldne on 
the tour of Europe, his parents or guar- 
Aians tan always ih)p his credit with his 
bankers,^ in c|ife he behaves improperly i 
er fhouid hid fortune be entirely at hit 
oWti difpofalK he will probably foon fquan^ 
der it away ; fo that in cither cafe, his 
travels are at an end. A man's own ex- 

{)erieni:e i$ alwayis the befl:» provided it be 
hot bought too dear* The ufual way of 
&riving pbft through France and Italy^ 
Vrhich is purfued by Englifh boysi does 

. • I never had any governor; nor any cottipa- 
nion, excepting in a fetur foiall excurfion^. . 

N 2 not 



»So 
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not come under the denomination of tra- 
veiling 5 they aflbciatc only with their * 
own countrymen, with ladie& of eafy lir- 
tue, and with (harpers, by which means 
they have much prejudiced the nobiUty of 
thofe countries (who are daily peftered 
mih their introductory letters) agatnft dl 
English travellers ; whereas, on the con- ' 
trary, in Spaia and Portugal, which are 
not over-run in that manner, the inhabit- 
ants are perfedly polite and hofpitable K 



• However, fhouM a governor be deemed 
abfcJutely nccefiary for a young travellep, 
would it not be mueh more eligible to ap-« 
point as fuch, fome elderly officer ? whofo 

• r 

* When I was at Perney, near Geneva,. I had 
the pleafure of converfing with Mr. de Voltaire 
upon this fubjedl ; and at the conclunon he gave 
me the following line, in his own hamUwrit^ng* 
*^ An Englifhman who goes to Italy, leaves men 
'*« to fee piftures." He did not chule to explain 
whether- be meant that men were left in England, 
and nothing hut pi£fures were to be ktn in Italy ; 
or that an Englifhman neglefted the ftudy of man- 
kind for that of pifture^. ' . 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the world, fiberal mariner 
. of thinking, and perfonal bravery, may 
be of infinite fervice to his pupil; and 
who, by accompanying him every where, 
may at leaft direft thofe violent paffions, 
. which it is iippoffible for him entirely to 
reftrain. Now of what fervice, or rather 
differvice, a cierg^an may he as a tra- 
velling tutor, is thus ftrongly exprefled 
by Sterne in his ferraon on the Prodigal 
Son. *• If wifdom can fpeak in no other 
** language but Greek or Latin, if mathe- 
** matics will make a man a gentleman, 
*^ or natural philofophy hut twch him to 
^* make a how, he may be of fome fer- 

m 

^^vicfc; hut the upfliot is generally this; 
•* that in the moft preffing occafions of 
^' addrefs, if h-e is a mere man of read- 
^* ing, the unhappy youth will have the 
** tutor to carry, aiid not the tutor to 
♦* carry him." Added to this, it is to be 
obferved> that among the Roman catho- 
iic&» a great number of the eminent Ike- 
fajy men are priefts j iand 4 Ai^ JEnglifh 

N 3 parfon 
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parfon will nqt only avoid appelating whI) 
them, but, through his foolifh and obfti- 
pate nonconformity, may involve himfelf 
and his pupil in many perilous difficul-f 
ties. 

r {. .. 

. Another kind of governor is fomctimes 
. picked out from among broken Swifs va- 
lets-de-chambre ; one who fays he has bey 
fore made the tour of Europe with fuc^ 
cejs : that is, as Sterne continues, ** wxthr 
** out breaking his own or his pupil'^ 
** neck ; he knows thq amount jto a half? 
** penny of every ftage between Calais 
'* and Rome.; he knows where the beft 
** inns and wines are to be found, ar^d 
** his pupil fhall fup a livre cheaper thsia 
*' if he had been left to make the toujr, 
•' arid bargain by himfelf. And heyp 
" endeth his pride^ his knowledge, and 
^^ his ufo.'* 



Laftly, if it be fuppofed that tiie youag 
roan, by being well pcovtded with recomr 

mendatory 
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mendatory letters, is enjble^ to gjet ^ccpfe 
tp ihe beft company, Sjern^ has furttier 
txprefled himfclf iq a manner that re^ 
quires no addition^ qor admits of any re- 
ply. *' Cdmpaay, which is really good, 
f^ is very rare, and very ihy ; there is no-^ 
** thing in which we are fo much dec^;v«- 
«' ed as in the advantages propofed from 
*' our connexions and difcouffe with the 
** literati, &c. in foreign parts ; efpecially 
** if the. ea^periment is ipade before we 
" are matured by years or Hudy. Con- 
" verfation is a traffic j and if you enter 
*' into it, without fome dock of kaow- 

*' ledge, to balance the account perpetu- 

* 

*^^ally betwixt you, the trade 4f Pps at 
/* once: artd this is tht fcafon, however 
-ff it may he boafted to the contrary^ Jwliy 
' V travellers: have fo little, (efpecially. ggp^) 
-f *. con verfation with the natives ; ,owing to 
* ** thieir^ fufptdon, or perhaps conviaion> 
r..^thflt tb4r*e is uotbirtg. to be extra^cd 
: ?^,:frPl».,th$ leQnyerfatipn. oi ypuftg itinc- 
i f*-'raftts> furorth the txQ^W of thj^ir.bad 
• :... N- 4 "Ian- 
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*' language, or the interruption from theif 
^^ viiit8. The pain on thefe occafions is 
' ** ufual^ reciprocal } the confequence of. 
*• which is, that the difappointed youth 
(^ feeks an eafier fociety ; and as had com-^ 
♦* pany is always ready, and ever lying in 
f^ wait, the career is foon finiflicd.*' 

The infertion of the above quotations, 
as well as of the following one, it is 
Jioped, requires no apology, efpecially as 
they are from fermons, and therefore pro- 
bably not (o well known to young people 
gs they defcrve to be, 

The chief purfuit of travellers ought to 
\>c, to learn the languages, the lawft and 
cuftoms, and to underftand the govern* 
meat and intereft of other nations, and 
the advantages which a judicious travel* 
Jer may reap, are, ** 4u urbanity and con^ 
^^ fidence of behaviour, whi^h fit the 
>* mind more eafily for converfation {ui4 
» ^iff ovir^ f be Is t^ken from the track of 

♦♦ »«rfer7 



if P P E N b I X. 185 

^^ nurfery millakes j and by feeing new 
« objeds, or old ones, in new lights, he 
^ reforms his judgment ; by tailing per- 
*^ petually the varieties of nature, he 
** knows what is good ; by obferving the 
^^ addrefs abd arts of men, he conceives 
•* what is fincere ; and by feeing the dif- 
** ference of fo many various humours and 
(< manners, he looks into himfelf, and 
«^ forms his own. Without this impa- 
«• tient defire for travelling, the mind 
^* would doze for ever over the prefent 
** page, and we fliould reft at eafe with 
•* fuch objeds as prefented themfelves in 
^* the parifli where we firft drew our 
'< breath * ; but the impulfe of feeing 
•* new fights, augmented with that of 
^* getting cfear from all leffons both of 
^* wifdom and reproof at home, carries 
** our youth too early ouf.*^ 

, • Thii eager thirft after knowledge, and change 
of place, appears to be one of the moft probable 
proofs of the immortality of the foul. 

Many 
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, Manr wrfbas who have ncvec ftirred 
from their homp^, are ^plf .tp faacy jj-a- 
yelling attended with uncommpn dangers 
and difficulties ^ ^o true it is, ^ an old 
traveller has obferved, tji^t igiM^r^nce and 
ilotb make every thing terrible to us ; we 
will not, beeaufe we dare njot, and dai^e 
not, becaufe we will not, Itig poffible to 
tie drowned, to break qne'^ neek, tp be 
murdered, or to fall fick AJproa^; but .all 
thefe poffibilitied may equally i:,*ke pl^ce 
at home *. Undoubtedly travelling out of 

* A tour, or rather a voyage, which has never 
ipet been undertaken, is the following, whfch^^p- 
•pears likely to afford much r8ti5f?{lion to, tkoft 
who may put it in praftice. SgppQting fo^ur gcf^ 
tiemen of fortune chofe to iindertakeit, they might 
buy or hire a vcliel of about a hundred and fifty tons 
byrtjien» and cdxjying fix or eight guns ; th/c prei^ 
to coniift of the captain and fifteoz^t^M* t^^eoty xjaeo^ 
each of the gentlemen to have his pwn fervant ^ 
the veflel to^he furniQied with fire-aims, and other 
weapons ; various mathematical and mufical inftru- 
fnents, books, cards, &c. ^nd p^ptiiioss for fome 
months, together Mi^ith the proper pafie^; Tlkjr 
might then fail through the Straights of Gihr;^a^, 
jmd inftead of landing in any port of Spain, France, 

or 
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Euroi^ muft be dangerous and inconveni* 
ent ; but with regard to the civilized part 
of Europe, I can only fay that I never 
met with the lead accident, nor ever was 
detained with any ficknefs. On the con- 
trary it is natural to fuppofe, that the con- 
ilant. pfe of exercife, the change of clir 
mates, and the variety of food, Harder^ 
the conflitution confiderably ; and as the 
health of the body depends njuch on the 

or Italy, vifit the African ports ; fuch as Tangier^, 
.Ceuta, Melilla^ Oran, Algiers, TuniS) Tripoli 
Alexandria ; make an excurfion to Grand Cairo^ 
and the Pyramids ; afterwards land at Joppa, vific 
Jerufalem^ Damafcos, ahd Aleppo; land again in 
the ifhindt of Cyprus and Rhodes^ fee Smycaa, and 
proceed to Conftantinople. On their return 'tbey 
could go onihore in all the principal iflands of the 
Archipelago, and in that of Candia, travel .from 
Athens to Corinth, and laftly over the chkf iflands 
in the Afediterranean ; fuch as Sicily, Malta, Sar- 
dinia, Corflca, Minorca, and Majorca. Such an 
expedition might probably requrre twenty months 
joat two years, and the expence tnight be about 
j^gooL The Tubjed might be much enlarged upon ; 
but this is only intended as a hint 9 .and it will be 
icvident that it cannot 'be put iji practice by a ilngle 

ftatc 
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ilatc of the mind, the pleafurc of know- 
ledge acquired by travelling, which is an 
advantage that .can never be loft, or taken 
from us, fo long as underftanding and 
memory remain, may prevent trivial dif- 
cafes from preying upon us, and enable 
us the more patiently to bear the greater 
ones with which we may be afflided. 



In order to travel with advantage, the 
traveller ought to have had a liberal edu- 
cation at home. He ought to be well ac- 
quainted with his own country, ^hich 
will enable him to compare it with others : 
for without a proper foundation, it will 
be impoffibfe for him to reap any know- 
ledge that may repay his trouble, lofs of 
time, and expence. Nothing is good or 
bad, beautiful or difagreeable, but by com- 
parifon ; and the more ideas we can com- 
bioe and compare, fo much the more ik^ 
tisfadlion and intelligence we acquire, and 
of courfe we are perpetually increafing 

the 
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t\\b number of our idea^i and enlarging 
the fcalc of our intelledtual pleafur^s. 

» 

It is abfolutely neceflary for a traveller 
to underftand, and to converfe fluently in 
ill the languages of the countries he vi- 
fits ; without this he muft always remain 
in a ftate of folitude and ignorance. 

It has been fuppofed that the French 
language is univerfally underftood, and 
may fuffice to an European traveller ; but 
this is a miftake ; for I appeal only to the 
Englifli people, whether that language 
will enable a man to make the tour of 
England with profit and pleafure, and 
whether, when they find a foreigner who 
has taken the pains to acquire a critical 
knowledge of the Englifli language, and 
who has re?id the works of the befl: au- 
thors in it^ they do not experience a fe- 
ctet partiality for him, and are more ready 
to conlmunicate any information he may 
require, than if, with a fupercilious con* 

tempt 
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tem,pt of a language and of books he 
does not underflaad» lie attempts to force 
his own upon them. 

9 t 

.To travel with propriety;, one ought to 

adopt the language, the manners, the 
^refsi and the cuftoms, of the country one 
is in ; and even to liften patiently^ and 
without contradidtion, to the religious and 
political opinions which are occafionally 
ft^rted in coovcrfation> howeyS: diffjercnc 
from one's own* 

The lower clafs of people, in every 
country underftand only their native 
fcrngue } and as a traveller muft necefla^ 
l4)y make ufe of ^em^ eithef as landlords^ 
|>oftiH0n0, or tradefmen^ none df which 
i][>ecic8 are much qualified to think or re* 
fkfij it will evidently appear that he wiH 
b^ liable to aumberlefs infults and 4mpo4 
fitien^, from his ignorance of their laa* 
gtiage; and, on the Gontrary> his know-* 
ledge of it will immediately conciliate 
- ' their 
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dieir efteera, and'ercatra refpeta, which 
jnky often be. aid vaniageous to him, efpe* 
cially' if his. behaviour is m>V haiaghty ; 
fbr thefe .peopl^i i^hesi they find a tnivel^ 
ler who is willing to diveft himfiBi£»«o£ 
(what they may fuppofe) his dignity, and 
to place him&lf .anr.8;tevd with th'i^m, 
partaking of their iaHvuiements^ aod itQ**^ 
parting bii* faperfluoufi coaveoi^nc&a to 
t^enii will be rcywjy to.do erctry thin;g:ia 
Aeir poWet to-^fertrie him ; whereas, by "a 
cotiXtj&y be^afiDur, eV^ his ownUf^^may 
often be ehdangei*ed. 



'^ •' '« ^ , - . , . ^ 



If a travelled wffl but reflc(9:, thatho#^ 
ever elevated ii\% rtink, however re^jetSt- 
'able nis tdrlrie^iJoiii, ' ot however grfeat liis 
fortune may be in his own country, whefa 
he is abroad he fiands only on his own 
ground, often without atiy poffibtHtf ^ of 
xlaiftiing any frfends or protesters*; 'fe 
^ill then be fan'fifete of the nectiGGay cf 
^meriting friends anci preteQofs amohg 
the natives, who may occafionally prove 

of 
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of infinite ferTice^ notwithftanding theif 
inferiority) and who are fometimes will^ 
log to forgive any little inadvertencies to 
foreigners, rather than to their own coun- 
trymen. 

» • 

With regard to the expences of travel- 
ling, a few ohfervations may be made, 



which are not intended for thofe whofe 
impienie fortune^ may j^ace them above 
all rules of ceconomy; to fuch every 
thing will be pecmitted, as they appear 
to form a diftin£t clafs from the reft of 
mankind .; but as they are not numerous, 
luckily their example can have little in- 
fluence on the condud: of the majority of 
travellers, whom we ihall fuppofe to be 
pofiefled only of moderate fortunes. 

Such a one may travel in a carriage and 
pair, attended by a fervant ; he may fee 
every thing, frequent all public places and 
diverfions, appear well drefled, keep a 
chariot, and valet de place, in thofe cities 

where 
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wbfr^ hfi reiidp^ fov fixnB time^ an^ may 
a^cf^te with the beft com{)aQy through^ 
fiUt Eurbpr, ^ about eigtit hundred 
ffmunds per annum, at a medkim ) ds lA 
ibme couatf ies the ^xjtencM ar€ ^eater^ 
itnd in others k&. , 

The coft. pf pi£|[VjreQi books* ftatue$» 
&c. which the traveller may be willing to 
|iurchafe, i^ evideatly not to be included 
&a thp. dboTC ^m ; neither any octrava** 
l^ances from gaaiiQg, or e^ponces ineurred 
;rronx intimacies with womeia. 

• a 

. With riCgard to trivial chat ge$, • fifty or 
^tXf pounds per annum, judicioufly ex«- 
|iended> will eftabliih a reputation for ge^ 
«ero(Lty, from which the traveller may 
4eiive n^ny advantage?. 

It 18 proper for every traveller, imme« 
diately after his arrival in a foreign capi^*' 
taU to wait on the ambaflador^ or fuiqijQ* 

O ter. 
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tcr, from his own country ; if he brings 
introdud);ory letters, ^r is perfonally ac* 
quainted with the ambaflador, it will be 
of mi|ch fervite in his intercourfe with 
the natives ; ihould he have no letter of 
introdudion, he cannot claim the protec- 
tion of the ambaflador, if he has Hot 
made himfelf known to him. 

There are many qualifications which^ 
however trifling they may appear, will 
.b& found of great fervice to travellers. A 
moderate (kill in the ufe of the ifwOfd> 
guns, and piftols, may happen to be ne- 
ceflary ; and it would not be amifs fre-» 
quently to pradlife fencing, and (hooting 
at a mark *. By practice, likewifei the 
traveller may acquire the art of meafur* 
ing fpaces by a regular method of walk» 
ing or pacing, and of judging tolerably 
of inacceflible ^heights, or diftances« 

*. I am awa^ that this may appear ludicrous, 
but it is meant ferioufly. 

Much 
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Much convenicncJe will refult from be- 
ing conftantly booted, and re^dy to ride 

on horfes, mules, or afTes, when on the 
road, as many interefting objeds are fitu- 
ated in places to which wheel-carriages 

cannot convey one } and alfo from both the 
matter's and fervant's being able to drive a 
carriage either on horfebacky of on the 
box, in cafe of accidents happdning to the 
driver ; befides by thus doing, and by walk- 
ing occafionally, the pleafures are varied. 

After arriving in any city, the trftvellef 
may begin with making the tour of it, 
afcending the higheft edifice. Kind the 
higheft neighbouring ground. Thus, with 
the afliflance of a plan^ whef e any is ta 
. be had, he will obtain a diftin^ idea of 
fuch city; afterwards he may . ptirchafe 
any books and prints relative to it. He 
may even derive much iritelHgencef ftom 
calendars and news-papers^, there print -» 

• An Englifti news-paper is a literacy pfodiiftloft 
0f fo extraordinary a nature, tha( ic is. not to be 

O a equalled 
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ed ; and complete his knowledge of fhe 
place, by viewing every thing which he 
finds defcribed, and by information aor 
quired from his affociation with the inhar 
bitants. 

Every talent which , the traveller pof- 
fefles will be found to produce k new pleetr 
fure : for if a man has a tafte for botany, 
agriculture, natural hiftory, mufic, paints 
ing, fculpture, architedure, &c. it is evi-» 
dent that he can be gratified in the higheft 

•: degree by travelling, and continuaHy in- 
creafe his knowledge in every one of thole 

. branches. Of thefe, mufic will be found 
the moll amufing^^as- it is capable of 



equalled by any gazettes publKhed in foreign lan- 
guages ; and the uncommon mixture of ne>Ys, true 
' snd falfii) J)olitics, private fcarrdal, rclig'ioCiS 'dff- 
. <{uiriti^n», and advertifemeirts, 6f which it is'c&A-^ 
pofed, tnakfe it a matter of wonder, that arbi^raj^y 
and bigotted governments, which prohibit Tuch a 
iiufiiber of various books, have notivithftancing ^1- 
ways tolerated the importation and circulation' of 
Englifh xxews- papers. » 

A pleafing 
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pleafinga great number of perfons at a 
xtrtne. Befides, if the traveller is well 
{killed in pradical mufic, it will not only 
be produftive of an innocent happinefs, 
in fais folitary moments, but will procure 
him an introdudion into many agreeable 
focieties, from which, without fuch a ta- 
lent, he muft probably have rertiaincd ex- 
eluded. 

- After the knowledge of the languages, 
a ikill in drawing, with a (light notion of 
geometry, trigonometry, and perfpefkive^ 
wiii be found very.neceflary qualifications 
for a traveller, by means of which he 
will be enabled to take plans and views, 
Mid to delineate curious natural or arti- 
ficial objects . for thefe purpofes he 

ttf)uld always be provided with a fmall 
telefcope, a pocket microfcope, a baro- 
tneter, maps, &c. and all the implements 
ibr drawing and writing. 

O 3 Much 
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Much caution is required in many aU 
moft uainbabited parts of Europe, with 
regard to a traveller's appearance ; and it 
will he found the fafeft way to wear a 
plain drefs, and upon no account to dif* 
pjay any jewjcls, watches, trinkets, or mo* 
ney, npr tQ aflTume any airs pf sonfe* 
qijencc. 

It may not always be prudent to de- 
liver the introductory letters with which 
the traveller is furniflied, without previous 
informations rdative to the perfons to 
yrhom they are addrefled; which rouft 

be left to his own difcretion* 

It will be experienced that the inhabit-r 
ants of the fouthern climates are in ge- 
peral jealpus pf their .miftrefles, but not 
of their wives ; and that the women arc 
there (and ipdeed every where elfe) much 
eafier to get at, than to get rid of, except 
by leaving the place. There ^re feldom 

Of 
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^ or ever any females in the inns or (hops 
of thofe countries ; but as the traveller 
will have frequent opportunities of meet* 
ing with thofe who are far from being 
inexorable, it may juft be hinted* that the 
fewer connexions he forms with them, 
the better it will be for his conftitutioUf 

his quiet, and,his purfe. 

% 

Neither ought the traveller too fami* 
liarly to affociate with very young men 
in any country, as it might involve him 
in many difficulties. But above all, let 
him remember, that he may every where 
much more readily obtain his ends, and 
keep out of danger, by patience, fair 
words, and gentle means, than by impa- 
tient violence and opprobrious language ; 
fo true is the faying of Henry the fourth 
of France, 

Parole douce, et main au bonnet 
Ne coute rien, et ton eft. 

After 
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After having attentiTely ^Hifjdercd tlie 
advantages ivHich may be acquired by 
tiravdiing, we ought, on the other hand, 
to refledl, that the more knowledge a man 
f^oflfeffes, the left fatisfaGion he will find 
in his intercourfe with the generality of 
mankind, the majority being compofed of 
ignorant, or vicious people ; and that'his 
tafte will be fo refined by having contem- 
jplatcd the various beauties of nature and 
art, that moft df thofe which will occur 
to him, during the courfe of a fettled 
life, 'mil a|>pear trivial or infipid, .a«d that 
tie will .have Httfle relrfti for the greateft 

• • • 

'part of thofe things which arc generally 
*e«ned pleafurea. 

« ■ 

'T^^ ^oncUide : ^f wc^fuppofe the judi- 

idtms trafvcHer 4o be an Eng4ifhfl>an 5 

when^ after having vifited Europe, he 

refleds on the different climate?, ipr^duc- 

■» 

tions, and goyernm^nta* peculiar -to the 
various nations ; that fome are parched 

by 
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j>7 drefuglitB^ which cbntimie half the 
y^ar i that others appear is if iitiiated 
under a dropping fponge ;. cytfaeri . butied 
in fnow ; fubjed): to earthquakes; expo^sdl 
to the ravages of volcanos, or to irrcfift- 
ible inundations ; and others over-run by 
vvrild- beads, and venomous animals ; he 
will then be fenfible that in England he 
may fpend a greater number of days, in 
the open air, than in any other country. 
And when he confiders the arbitrary and 
tyrannic governments, the unnatural power 
of the inquifition, the flavery and po- 
verty of the loweft clafs of people, the 
pride and ignorance of the higheft, and^ 
the fuperftition and bigotry of both„ which 
prevail in the different countries, and 
compares them with the advantages which 
fo eminently diftinguifh his own coun- 
try, where the climate is temperate, the 
earth fruitful, the government mild, the 
inhabitants (of both fexes) intelligent, and 
the women remarkably beautiful, he will 

then 



202 



APPENDIX. 



then reft contented with the happinefs he 
enjoyst hy having it in his power to 
fpend the remainder of his days in £ng«^ 
land« 
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